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OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Our Cover salutes the Girl Scouts of America as they go 
into the year 1948-1949 with their goal ‘Girl Scouts United by 
Ideals.’ This beautiful picture was furnished us through the 
courtesy of the Massachusetts Girl Scout organization. 


Carl H. Olson of Minneapolis preached on February 8 
at his morning service on Will Gandhi Become Another 
Christ? A condensation of his sermon appears in this issue. 
The Rev. Luke Rader, pastor of the fundamentalist River Lake 
Tabernacle, preached that same evening on ‘Will Gandhi Go 
to Heaven or Hell?’ A reliable report on this sermon contained 
the following notes: “The Rev. Luke Rader said that as a man of 
good works, Gandhi was above average, but he never accepted 
Christ and so was never reborn again. For all Gandhi's good 
works he will never receive everlasting life. The trouble with 
our ‘modernists’ is that they think good works are enough to send 
aman to heaven. Mr. Rader said that Dr. Olson of the Universa- 
lists was preaching a sermon in which he was asking if Gandhi 
wasn't another Christ. Mr. Rader proceeded to prove that Gandhi 
was in no way Christ’s equal. He said that either Dr. Olson was 
very stupid or else he was.very vicious, and in no event was he a 
man to be preaching the Gospel... .” 


John van Schaick, Jdr., editor emeritus of The Christian 
Leader, at the request of the Rev. Argyl Hauser of Indiana, re- 
cently wrote a series of short articles on The Universalist 
Church. These were intended primarily for-folks outside our 
fellowship. We have printed these excellent informative articles 
in this number because we believe they will be especially useful 
to new members or prospective new members of the Universalist 


Church. 
@ 
Raymond J. Baughan delivered a series of devotional 


meditations at the Retreat of the Fraters of the Wayside Inn last 
January. The first of these, Citadel of the Soul, appears in 


_this number. 


; Robert Cummins’ recent broadcast Does Authoritarian- 
ism Trust Democracy? brought such an unusual demand for 
copies that we are printing the text of this forthright address. 


The Editor is proud and happy to be the agent in Presenti : 
Your Board of Education. 5 Bees 


Charles G. Girelius, a Unitarian minister, whose thoughtful 
contributions are familiar to our readers, corrects our faulty 
perspective in Tools of Creation. 
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Depths And Heights 


is EJOICE with them that rejoice and weep with 
them that weep,” said the apostle Paul to his 
‘onverts. This was no counsel of weak sentimentality. 
Paul was saying don’t be afraid to go deeply into life. 
>Junge in all over. Fear not either the deep waters nor 
the dark valleys. Men and women of courage and faith 
lave not only gone through them; they have been made 
stronger by their experience. 


We once knew a young woman who was so terrified 
of death that she sought to avoid all contact with death 
n her own family and in the families of friends. The 
snd result of her attempt to live life exclusively on the 
evel of the pleasant was nervous collapse. No man or 
woman can avoid the hardship and griefs common to 
iumanity. 


The wise man does not try to live insulated from 
gainful experiences. He knows too well their value. 
One of our modern poets, Robert Hillyer, has expressed 
beautifully the reward of those who are not afraid to go 
deep down into life’s swirling waters: 


“Love dwelled with me with music on her lips; 
Beauty has quickened me to passion; prayer 
Has cried from me before I was aware, 

When grief was scourging me with scarlet whips. 
The gods gave me to follies false and fair, 

Made me the object of immortal quips, 

But I am recompensed with comradeships 

The gods themselves would be content to share.” 


It may be temporarily jollier to run away from life and 
seek the comradeship of sophisticated smiles and witty 
wisecracks. There is deeper joy in facing up to all of life 
even though it often means weeping with them that 
weep; yes, even though it sometimes means suffering 
alone that which is too deep for tears. Thirty centuries 
ago the spirit of the Eternal spoke to his servant Moses 
as that untried young man faced the future in fear. The 
Eternal said to Moses.as He says to us today, “‘Go, and 
as thy days, so shall thy strength be also.” 


“My heart leaps up when I behold 
A rainbow in the sky: 
So was it when my life began; 


A Lenten Meditation 


So is it now,I’am a man; 

So be it when I shall grow old, 

Or let me die! 

The child is father to the man; 

And I could wish my days to be 
Bound each to each by natural piety.” 


And so does every thoughtful person wish.his days 
“bound each to each by natural piety” which is centered 
and grounded in joyous aspiration. If your religion is 
but a sad lugubrious thing it is less than a half religion 
While the Lenten season calls men and womento periods 
of quiet inner discipline, no season should roba man of 
joy in his philosophy of life. “The earth is the Lord‘s 
and the fullness thereof. The world and they that dwell 
therein.” Rejoice in it. The very heavens do ‘‘declare 
the glory of God. And the firmament sheweth His 
handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech and night 
unto night sheweth knowledge.’”’ Listen to that speech; 
take in that knowledge. It is the wisdom of the ages. 
It gives to man the sane perspective to see that, “From 
imperfection’s murkiest cloud, darts always forth one 
ray of perfect light, one flash of Heaven’s glory.” 
Don’t miss that perfect light; don’t lose that glory by 
constant dwelling on your weaknesses or your worries. 


Lift up your Heart. “Rejoice, and again, I say 
rejoice.”” That admonition, the apostle Paul constantly 
reiterated in his letters to his friends. Indeed, it might 
well be called Paul’s theme song. It was a song sung in.a 
dreary land, a land and a time of great disturbance and 
trouble. Paul was no weak sentimentalist. He was a 
hard working craftsman, forced to earn his daily bread 
in the open market by making tents. But he knew the 
secret of triumphant living, joyous aspiration based on 
sane confidence in the ways of God. 


A young novice once asked his superior, ‘Father 
what is the greatest thing in the world?” The old man’s 
reply was, ‘‘Enthusiasm is the greatest thing in the world 
for without enthusiasm, love grows cold and courage 
falters.”’ So itis. A man enthusiastic about his religion 
is truly a God inspired person. Lift up your heart; be 
enthusiastic about your world, your friends, your work, 
and your God. 


e 
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SALUTE TO THE GIRL SCOUTS 


HERE is a good deal said and written about the 

Boy Scout troops in our churches. There is so 
little said about our Girl Scouts that many folks do not 
know as much about this excellent organization as they 
should. In churches which the editor of this paper 
once served as minister there were Girl Scouts as well 
as Boy Scouts. We found the girls’ organization every 
bit as important to our program of character education 
as its opposite. This is as true today as it was years 
ago, perhaps more so. Belonging to a Girl Scout troop 
means training girls in high idealism. It means training 
girls in resourcefulness and in service. Finally, perhaps 
most important for our time, it means educating our 
girls in world friendship. 


THEN AND NOW 


ISTENING to the radio announcer read the long 

lists of ‘‘no school” notices these stormy. winter 
days makes us wonder how we ever lived through our 
rugged childhood. Come storm or sunshine, we went 
a good long mile to school without benefit of bus or 
street car. 

In New England, in Northern New York or in 
Illinois, it was the same with all American boys and 
girls in those far off days. In his story of An I/linois 
Boyhood, Carl Van Doren describes the routine before 
the days when storms excused the school children (to go 
skiing or to the movies). ‘‘We walked a mile back and 
forth on every school day from the first of September 
to the first of June. There were days enough when we 
had to stagger through snowdrifts or pick our way 
among puddles of black mud.” 


THE SHAME OF SALONIKA 


CCORDING to a recent United States Press dis- 
patch, more than a hundred communist guerilla 
prisoners were paraded through the streets of Salonika, 
Greece, while the civilian population pelted them with 
stones and beat them with clubs. This disgraceful per- 
formance was said to be the result of the extreme anger of 
the people because the guerrillas had shelled the city at 
night killing four persons. It matters not that these 
prisoners were no doubt among those guilty of the 
cowardly attack on a sleeping city; they were helpless, 
unarmed prisoners and should have been protected from 
the fury of the mob. The military unit which captured 
them could and should have protected them from mob 
violence. 

In the city of Nuremberg, Germany, where the 
western powers have been prosecuting former nazi 
officers, this kind of treatment of prisoners of war is 
classed among the “crimes against humanity.’ So it 
is. The Salonika affair is a disgrace to the western world. 
There must be a quick and certain end to this sort of 
thing in Greece. The American government aiding the 
Greek government and the American taxpayer footing 
the bills have both a right and a responsibility in the 
matter. We earnestly hope that American officers on 
the spot and the officials of our State Department will 
insist that the person or persons responsible for this 
atrocity be swiftly punished and that the outside world 
knows about the punishment. 

Such incidents serve only to strengthen the com- 
munist delusion that all capitalist powers are brutal and 
so serve to justify leftist excesses. 
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| 
WORK CAMPS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AWI 


INTERCULTURAL EXPERIENCE FOR 
JUNIOR HIGH MEMBERS 


WO most important projects in religious educatio: 
aL eae fellowship and work are announced in thi 
number. They are the Work Camps under the auspice: 
of the Universalist Service Committee and the Juni 
High Intercultural Camp. The work camp pivjet 
will give to our young people a chance to express thei 
practical concern for their fellowmen through useft! 
work definitely directed by religious idealism. Ths 
work campers will be trained for their jobs in a regula 
school before going on those jobs. The training include 
both skills and attitudes. 

The Junior High Intercultural Camp offers a rar; 
opportunity for our younger youth to have fellowshi: 
with members of other races in their own age grour 
The importance of this possible experience for ou 
children cannot be overemphasized in this shrinking 
world. 

Both of these important projects are being carriet 
out under the personal supervision and wise leadersht’ 
of a man who has had years of successful experienc? 
working in these fields with young people. He is Cas 
H. Voss. 

We are confident that the people of our churche: 
will give full backing to these new projects which are: 
indeed, adventures in growth and achievement. 


WASTE NOT; WANT NOT | 


\ \ JE once had a friend and parishioner who was ai 

able research chemist. Years ago, he used ti 
criticize what he regarded as the wasteful use of natura 
rsources by the American people. On a summer day 
we stood together by the sea. In the water, ma 
little speed boats flashed back and forth. Overhe 
planes soared and dipped. Behind us on a well-pav 
road an endless line of autos sped by on pleasure ben 
Our friend looked at the spectacle grimly and sai 
“There will come a day of reckoning for us because 
our extravagant waste of our resources.” 

At the time, we thought this man a bit over-pess 
mistic. Now we know he was right. That day q 
reckoning has come. We now face an oil shortage 
We are told that it is not to be temporary or of sho 
duration but for years to come. 
iron ore sources are running low. 

A generation of high pressure business advertisi 
and selling has helped to get us into wasteful habits 
But, two wars in one generation have burned up rq 
sources that should be available for our children 
children. 

We must relearn the sound old principles of co 
servation which our ancestors put into the sloga 
“Waste not; want not.’”’ And we had better start 
process of re-education immediately. 


MINISTERS AND THEIR YOUNG PEOPL 


OM of the very happy aspects of the large Ne’ 
England youth rally held at Manchester, Ne: 
Hampshire, recently was the large number of minister 
present. In addition to the parsons on the program 
there were eight ordained ministers and three licentiate 
in attendance. The roll of those who were present wi : 
their youth covered a wide geographical area beginnin 
with Cate of North Adams, Massachusetts. Other 
were McGinness, Hilton, Barber, Niles, Ayer, Willi: 
Sullivan, McPherson, Morgan and Miller. © | 
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in meaning, 


one which time alone can answer. 


“Will Gandhi Become Another Christ?” 


' Carl H. Olson 


A condensation of a sermon preached as a 
memorial after the death of Mohandas Karam- 


{| chand Gandhi by Dr. Olson at the Universalist 
} Church of the Redeemer in Minneapolis. 


GREAT tragedy befell the world in the death, by 
assassination, of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, 
spiritual leader to millions of Hindus and inspiration to 
other millions in all parts of the globe. The details of 


that tragedy have been spread to the world by press and 
radio; and mourning has been universal, to the surprise 
| of Gandhi’s compatriots in many cases, I know. Yet the 


world-wide sorrow should be understood and appreciated 
for the Mahatma was internationally 
esteemed as the ‘Great Soul”? which his title implied. 

. The words of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek con- 


| veyed best the feeling of all the world, the feeling which 


is in our hearts this day: “‘A great spiritual leader has 
been taken away from a world which can ill spare him.”’ 


The question which the title of this sermon asks is 
But it is a serious 
question. It may well be that we are contemporary to an 
event as significant in human history as the crucifixion. 
It stands potentially so, especially for the more than two 
hundred millions of Hindus in India today. Whether, 
with the passage of the years, Mahatma Gandhi will 
prove to have been the founder of a particular religious 
group or movement is neither irrelevant nor irreverent in 
discussion. It is recognized by most scholars that the 
religious leaders in whose names religions have developed 
have not made that end their aim in life. They have been 


- concerned with principles and precepts, and not with 


establishing personal followings as such, nor with creating 
organized religious groups with themselves elevated for 
worship. Deification has taken place, despite even active 
opposition by the individual concerned. This was true 
of Jesus, in the judgment of liberal religion; it has been 
true of Gandhi, too. 

The elevation or deification of a religious leader is 
something which occurs after the leader’s death. It is 
the result, not of the leader’s thinking, but of the think- 
ing of other people about him. The term, Christ, means 
“annointed’”’; and it has been applied to a number of 
religious leaders in times prior to its acceptance generally 
as the specific title of Jesus in Christianity. Thus it may 
be used to indicate the potential future regard for 
Gandhi, at least in India. He may become, for a part 
of Hinduism, what Buddha, Confucius, and Jesus be- 
came for and to the religious groups which now bear 
their names. 

There are certain factors in the life of a religious 
leader which exert an influence in this direction. Many 
of these have been present in the life of Gandhi. They 
are most easily recognized by a correlation of his life to 
that of Jesus. Mohandas Gandhi was born of humble 
parents, as was Jesus. His training pointed him toward 
an occupation from which he turned because of great 
inner convictions and a desire to serve his fellow-men. 
He relinquished his claim upon the ordinary comforts 
and pursuits of life to impress upon others the necessity 
for an attitude of universal kindness, sympathy, and 
understanding. He attracted to himself a following of 
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men and women who wished to be known as his disciples. 
Numbered among these were persons of high and low 
estate, rich as well as poor. Whenever questions of 
worldly position arose, he sided with the downtrodden, 
even identifying himself with the Untouchables by living 
among them and by insisting upon their rights as human 
beings. 

As Gandhi himself said, his teachings and practices 
were in the pattern of those held and taught by Jesus. 
Like Jesus, he found his way bordered by skeptics, 
critics, and vicious enemies. Yet he became the revered 
leader of multitudes who honored the simplicity and 
directness of his message. Gandhi’s great hope was for 
the freedom of a unified India. When partition became 
apparent, he announced his intention as a Hindu to take 
up residence in Pakistan, the Moslem country. In this 
action, if the parallel escapes us, we may say that ‘‘he 
set his face steadfastly toward Jerusalem!’’ The possible 
loss of his own life was, to him, of minor importance if he 
could bring both freedom and peace to his people. So it 
proved that events brought to him an end of life in 
martyrdom; his life sacrificed, may we say, for the many! 
And one of his own people, a Judas, fired the fatal shot. 
The parallel is astoundingly clear and impressive. But 
whether these factors, or any others, will stimulate a 
movement to deify Gandhi in the minds of future genera- 
tions of India is an item which must remain as conjecture 
for us. 

If it occurs, it will be in opposition to Gandhi’s every 
desire and direction. He never tired of denying his 
divinity, lest a cult of succession should start. Once, 
while at a little hamlet, he saw a group of villagers ap- 
proaching. Women led the procession, singing religious 
songs. Men followed, bearing fruits and flowers and 
bags of money. The column circled the several tem- 
porary shelters of Gandhi’s party and then marched to 
the Mahatma’s hut, laying the offerings at his feet, as if 
at the feet of an image of Buddha. Calling the leader 
to him, Gandhi asked the meaning of the demonstration. 
The leader then told a strange story. It seemed that the 
village had a well, but it had been dry for several years. 
Water had to be carried from another village. But the 
day Gandhi’s feet touched the soil of the village, water 
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rose up from the bottom of the well which had been dry. storm broke over the village. Lightning played across 
‘We have come to worship you,” the leader said, “for the sky. It hovered over the eight men in the temple, 
you must be an incarnation of Rama, the Great God.” but it did not strike. Finally the great priest, wise in the 
Gandhi’s face became stern. ‘“‘That is foolish and un- ways of mysterious powers, spoke: “As all devotees of 
becoming of you,” he said. “I have no more influence God know, lightning always strikes the sinner. There 
with God than you have!’ His sternness faded and he must be a sinner among us. The storm will not cease 
began to explain away the mystery in terms of allegory: until he is separated and struck down. So I suggest that 
“Suppose what you say has happened. Surely it was a each one of us go, one by one, and touch that neem tree 
coincidence. Now take the instance of a crow who sits in the temple yard. The sinner will be thus sorted out 
on a palm tree just at the moment the tree falls to the = and struck by the lightning, but the rest of us will be 
ground. Do you think that it was the weight of the crow saved.’”’ The group agreed that the advice was sound. 


which caused the tree’s uprooting?” Then he com- One by one they made the fateful trip. Six of them came 
manded them to go back to their homes. He admonished back unharmed, and still the lightning flashed and 
them not to waste time in speculation about his divinity, hovered overhead. Except for the priest himself, there 
but to use their time and energy to free their country. remained only the village money-lender, an old and wise 

No one can deny that the internal evidence of man. It was his custom to wander from farmhouse to 
Gandhi’s divinity is even more impressive to the thought- farmhouse collecting his debts while he sang songs in 


ful person than any external coincidence connected with praise of God. Often he would come back empty-handed, 
his career. It was in South Africa that he first utilized lest he deprive poor farmers of their daily bread. So. 
his principle of non-violence. He was then in direct people called him, behind his back, the “Fool of God.” 
opposition with Jan Christian Smuts. Years later, Field Presently this man got up to make the trip to the neem. 
Marshal Smuts paid this tribute to the Mahatma upon tree. But the priest, blocking the way, said to the 
his seventieth birthday: “‘It is fitting that I, as an oppon- money-lender, ‘‘All the countryside knows that you are. 
ent of Gandhi a generation ago, should now salute the unlike other money-lenders and that you are a real | 
veteran as he reaches the scriptural limits of three score servant of God. So, if there is a sinner between us two, 
years and ten. May the further allotment which the it must be I.”” Without waiting for an answer, the priest | 
Psalmist grudgingly allows also be his, and may they be _ran to the tree. Andé still the lightning did not strike! 
years of fruitful service to the world and of a peaceful By the time the priest came back, all the rest were ex- 


mind to himself! . . . I must frankly admit that his cited. They had begun to feel that the money-lender | 
activifies at that time were very trying tome. Together must be a cheat who, under the guise of saintliness, must | 
with other South African leaders I was then busily en- _ have practiced deceit and exploited the poor and ignor-| 
gaged on the task of welding the old colonies into a ant farmers through some trickery. This suspicion was, 
unified state. . . . Suddenly, in the midst of all these confirmed by, the priest himself, who remembered sud! 
engrossing preoccupations, Gandhi raised a most trouble- denly that the “Fool of God” had collected his loan to} 


some issue. We had a skeleton in our cupboard in the _ the temple in full. Thereupon, silent and crestfallen, the} 
form of what is called the Indian question in South money-lender walked across to the neem treg. As he 


Africa. . . . Gandhi tackled this problem, and in doing _ touched the trunk, there was a blinding flash in the sky, 
so showed a new technique; one which he afterwards followed by deafening thunder. The lightning struck!! 
made world-famous in his political campaigns in India. _— But it did not strike the “Fool of God!’’ It struck and | 


. . . Large numbers of Indians had to be imprisoned for destroyed the seven men in the temple! 
lawless behavior, and Gandhi himself received, what no 
doubt he desired, a short period of rest and quiet in 
prison. For him everything went according to plan. 
For me, the defender of law and order, there was the 
usual trying situation; the odium of carrying out a law 
which had not strong public support, and finally the dis- : pee terete 3! | 
comfiture when the law had to be repealed. For him it 
was a successful coup. Nor was the personal touch want- 
ing, for nothing in Gandhi’s procedure is without a 
peculiar personal touch. In prison, he had prepared for 
me a very useful pair of sandals which he presented to 
me when he was set free! I have worn these sandals for 
many a summer since then, even though I may feel that 
I am not worthy to stand in the shoes of so great a man!”’ 
Disputations will arise regarding the attitude in which 
Gandhi should be held. Some will deify and some will 5 : 
decry. Knowing this, I suggest for consideration this Let it be faith that looketh up 
parable which comes to us from Gandhi’s India:* To God, who knoweth all. ; 
In Western India, there is what is called “The Let me express myself in faith 
Sinners’ Temple,” with an ironic legend. In the temple And heed His call. 
had reigned a famous priest whose habit it was to gather 
together the seven elders of the village every evening and 
to discourse with them on the ways of mankind, and on 
right and wrong. One evening, as they met, a great 


Let me express myself in work 
Each day and year. 

Let it be work of usefulness 
Not ruled by gain or fear. 

Let me express myself in work 
And be sincere. 


Let me express myself in faith 
When shadows fall. 


Let me express myself in love, 
Though pain appears. 

Let it be love that overflows, 
If there be cup of tears. 
Let work of love and faith, through life, 


*This parable is adapted from a version recited in The . Transform the years. 
Mahatma and the World by Krishnalal Shridharani. Rena Davis. 
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| always saying, “God will save all.” 


Wisdom, Love. 


John van Schaick, Jr. 


HE Universalist Church is 

one of the Protestant 
denominations of Christians. 

All such denominations have 
had their origin because of 
special emphasis upon some 
one or more truths which 
people considered important. 
As time has gone on, in nearly 
every case, the denomination 
has come to see that its special. 
truth is only one part of a 
great body of truth and has stopped talking so much 
about it. Thus Universalists in the beginning were 
Now while they 
believe that God can and will save all, one is more apt 
to hear them saying, ‘‘We are laborers together with 


_ God,” or, “If all men are to be saved, we are to save 
| them.” 


There is no less faith in the love and power of 
God but more faith in human responsibility. 

So also has preaching in Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Congregational and Episcopal churches 
changed. A great many doctrines which men believed 
so intensely that they started new denominations are 
now quietly left alone. Nobody has voted them out but 
something urgent and even crucial has made the leaders 
of the churches say something else. 

People see that the real enemy to overcome is not 
some Christian who emphasizes a different part of 
Christian truth but lust, greed, war and disbelief in 


_ everything except selfish gain. The idea to battle against 


is not “God is love” but ‘‘There is no God.” It is not 
regarded as important to oppose the groups that believe 
in “Everlasting Hope’”’ but to grapple with the deadly 
heresy, ‘“There is no hope.”’ 

It is a dreadful thing that religious faith has been so 
supplanted by faith in atomic bombs and a big bank 
account but it is compensation to have Christians draw- 
ing closer together and to have them realize that they 
are not enemies but friends. Not to attack other creeds 
but to make clear our own position, we write these words. 

We believe in one great God who is the God of Power, 
We cannot find words adequate to 
describe Him for none of our words can add to Him or 
take from Him. He is what He is. If people find help 
in calling Him a trinity, most Universalists are willing 
to let them do so; only they would not agree that one 


has to call Him a trinity in order to be religious. A 


trinity, multiplied by a million or a billion, probably 
would be nearer to truth. But the nature of this great 
power can be understood. It can be understood because 
Jesus lived and died. He taught us that the nature of 
God is that of a Great Father. He is like the father 
in the Parable of the Prodigal Son who not only is willing 
to receive the wayward, wandering boy but who would 
run to meet him. 

In one hundred and forty-four years, Universalists 
have had only three written creeds. 

In all three, they set down their faith in God as a 
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‘The Universalist Church 


A series of messages for folk outside the Church. 


God of love; in Christ”as;the great{leader of our faith 
and in the final victory of good over evil. 

However, they may argue today over the exact 
words which we can profitably use to make men see the 
strength and the beauty of the faith; that faith in God, 
in Christ and in the final victory of Christian ideals 
in every society and in every life will endure. 


Il ‘*‘*What Think Ye of Jesus?’ 


Jesus, who is called Christ by many denominations, 
always has occupied a central place among Universalists. 
In the range of his sympathy he was one of the first 
Universalists in this world. He loved all. He taught 
men to respect all. He tried to save all. In the Boston 
Declaration, Universalists affirm belief in “the spiritual 
authority and leadership of His son, Jesus Christ.”’ In 
our latest declaration, we state the purpose of our church 
to do the will of God as Jesus revealed it and to co-operate 
in establishing the Kingdom for which he lived and died. 
Also we there reiterate our faith in the spiritual leadership 
of Jesus. 

The Universalist people do not believe that Jesus 
was God but like all of us, a son of God. We take him 
as a leader because he is so far ahead of us,—so much 
greater than the rest of us. When he prayed, he really 
prayed to God. When he was tempted, he was tempted 
exactly as we are. When he suffered, the suffering was 
genuine and his victory was morally sublime. There 
are no leaders as great as Jesus. A great scientist said 
recently, ‘“He was a million years ahead of his time.” 

Because some Christians think that Jesus was born 
of a virgin and when he died was caught up into heaven 
in some way different from the way our dear dead have 
gone, we do not draw away in spirit from them. We 
know that it is just their way of saying how great they 
think that Jesus was. 

Nor do Universalists think that because they put 
Jesus first, they have to minimize what other religious 
thinkers have said and done. . 

Jesus never let barriers of race or sect come between 
him and human beings whether Jews or Samaritans, rich 
or poor; he loved men and tried to help them. He was 
universal in his sympathies and so can be called a Uni- 


. versalist even though he never lived to see our Universa- 


list Church. 

To Universalists‘ the communion service where we 
take bread and wine in memory of Jesus is a precious rite. 
The cross which represents the sacrifice that Jesus 
made is a noble symbol. The church which bears the 
Christian name is a great unifying fellowship. 

The differing creeds of the different churches tend to 
pull us apart. The deep underlying faith of Jesus in 
God and man tends to bring us together. 

Universalists think of creeds, even their own, as 
imperfect statements of what is difficult to put into 
words. They do not require candidates for membership 
to hold any special theory about Jesus only the great 
determination to try to follow Him. 
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To Universalists, the heresy is cruelty or injustice, 
not to belief or disbelief in a trinity. It is loss of faith 
in this world, not some doctrine about another world. 


Ill. The Bible. 


Universalists look upon the Bible as a lamp to the 
feet and a light to the path. They have all the more 
respect and regard for The Book because they know 
that it is a library of books instead of just one book and 
because they study it from exactly the same standpoint 
as that from which_they study any other history or any 
other great literature. 

A thousand years 
separate the oldest 
writing from the latest 
writing of the Old Tes- 
tament and a hundred 
years, the oldest from 
the latest in the New 
Testament. Probably 
fourteen or fifteen cen- 
turies came between the 
oldest part of the Old 
Testament and the latest 
part of the New Testament. In our own history, that 
would be approximately the time from the voyage of 
Christopher Columbus to the present. Almost as much 
happened to people and to writings in the period of Bible 
making as in the period of discovery, settlement and 
growth on this continent. 

Some Christians are troubled when they read the 
Bible because they find in it statements that they know 
are not true. God never commanded any of his children 
to put the men that they had been fighting to the sword 
and keep the women for themselves. Universalists know 
that such things happened and that doubtless people 
in dark and bloody times thought that such acts had 
the sanction of God. But they know also that later 
books of the Bible were written from a higher standpoint 
and enjoined love and forgiveness. So instead of taking 
blindly everything set down in a Bible book as a com- 
mand of God, they follow the command of Jesus to 
judge for themselves what is right. They ask to what 
period of history does this writing belong? How many 
people helped in the writing? Is it a compilation of 
earlier writings? What is the truth that we find here? 
The motto of Universalists is: “Truth for authority— 
Not authority for Truth.” 

Universalists believe that all life is a revelation of God 
and that the higher the level of the life, the higher the 
revelation. The highest revelation of all is in Jesus. 
A very high revelation comes in the Apostles. God 
inspired Jesus when Jesus gave us his gospel of love and 
forgiveness. He inspired Paul when Paul wrote the 
Thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians but such in- 
spiration is in no sense different, except in degree, from 
the inspiration of great Christian leaders of every age. 


IV. Punishment for Sin 


Nothing is more certain in this universe than instant 
punishment, not only for sin but for all violations of 
natural law. It seems hard to have people suffer for 
violating laws that they do not know about but what the 
universe says to us is that it is our business to find out. 

Everything in this universe is planned to make man 
find out the laws of health, holiness and happiness and 
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obey them. If we are careless enough to let cholera germs 
propagate themselves, the Black Death will stalk the 
earth. Foolish people will say, ‘It is the will of God.” 
Wise people will say, ‘Yes, it is the will of God that we 
should suffer until we bestir ourselves and sweep cholera 
from the face of the earth.” In the light of this truth, 
most of the writings on future punishment or no future 
punishment are childish. 

If we start with the proposition that any God worthy 
of respect has to be as good as his good children and then 
note that the intelligent and humane among God’s 
children accept without question the statement that 
punishment to be just must have the purpose of reform- | 
ing an individual, we see the wickedness of a doctrine 
that there is a hell or prison house of God where there is_ 
no chance to reform the criminal and the slanderous na- | 
ture of the teaching that God would keep them there to | 
vindicate his majesty. ) 

“But it is in the Book,” argues some good soul who 
would rather not believe in an endless hell. “‘Yes, it is in| 
the Book,” the Universalist replies, “if you want to’ 
translate in that harsh way words that in the original 
language say something quite different. And you must. 
not forget that the parable of the Prodigal son is in the’ 
Book also.” 

The debate turns around the question of the nature | 
of the Supreme Ruler of this universe. Universalists are 
sure that in all the changes in the Bible through trans- 
lations innumerable and copyings of rare manuscripts, | 
one thing we can rely on with confidence is the revelation | 
of God in the Life of Jesus. In the Parables of the Lost | 
Sheep, the Prodigal Son, the Lost Piece of Silver there is} 
no hint of vindictive punishment but the teaching of a; 
love that in time and eternity will go on seeking until | 
it finds. 

The Universalist church declares its belief in ‘“‘the! 
certainty of just retribution for sin.” 

Not only does this church differ decisively from those | 
who teach any doctrine of endless punishment but it 
differs from those who affirm that anybody can bear our | 
punishment for us. | 

The blood shed by Jesus on Calvary is not needed to| 
reconcile a good God to his children. He never has been) 
separated from them. Nor can the blood of the Crucified | 
One wash away sins and send last minute penitents shout- | 
ing to glory. There is power in the blood shed for it! 
marks devotion to principle and deathless love of man-) 
kind. But only step by step can the sinner retrace the} 
path he has taken. Only by use of his free will, by good | 
choices instead of bad, by finding out the joys of heaven} 
and the horrors of hell can he earn his salvation. The) 
Gospel of Universalism is a gospel of hope but it also is a 
gospel of responsibility. It proclaims no light and easy 
road to heaven but that whatsoever a man sows that 
shall he also reap. 

A mighty Universalist text is: “Though hand join in 
hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished.” 


V. Our Belief in the Final Harmony 


Of all the subjects discussed in these brief articles, 
the final harmony of all souls with God is the hardest to 
write about. This is because “faith in immortality is. 
stronger than the strongest argument that can be ad- 
vanced in its support.” The battle with unbelief today 


‘is not over whether God will consign anybody to ever-| 


lasting punishment but it is over whether there is a God | 
or any hereafter. The old Scotch preacher was right, | 
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‘Postulate God and immortality follows.” As man has 
idvanced in intelligence and goodness, he has come to see 
hat vindictive punishment is wrong and that the only 
punishment that can possibly be justified is punishment 
planned to make a man better. Therefore a punishment 
0 last through all eternity has become shocking to the 
noral sense of God’s children. If there is to be any life 
after death for any man we hold there must be a life for 
2very man, that is if we are to assume the existence of a 
od such as Jesus pictured for us. The final harmony of 
all is not hard to believe. It is hard not to accept what 
's meant by the word ALL. But in the age in which we 
ive, faith in any future is what has grown weak. We do 
aot live so that faith is easy. We are concentrated on 
making and spending money, on finding new sensations 
and pleasures, on grabbing new power. The fiery 
preachers of hell are no obstacles to the faith of intelli- 
zent people. In their own hearts are the great obstacles. 


The great arguments for a hereafter are the existence 
of a Good God, the existence of good people, the intima- 
tions of our own hearts in our best moods and the stark, 
aked truth that this universe makes no sense unless the 
human being is to survive after death. The Universalist 
Church never has claimed that it can prove ‘‘the final 
eeenony 5 All that it has said in the language that no 
one can mistake is that it holds to the faith of Jesus, that 
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such faith seems reasonable to it, that while faith in 
immortality could be ‘“‘mere wishful thinking” it does not 
have to be mere wishful thinking, that faith is respectable 
intellectually because it is responsible for all the progress 
man has made and that even the most vociferous atheist 
at work in the field of science, lives by faith long before 
he can live by sight. 

A man of profound insight in whom the rational and 
the intuitive were perfectly blended lived and taught 
some nineteen hundred years ago in Palestine. No 
Sources of Knowledge were open to him that are not open 
to us. In fact, we have more sources than he had. But 
to an extent that no one else has equaled he used the 
sources open to him and lived up to the highest ideals that 
he discovered. That man of profound insight and great 
goodness was named Jesus and we honor him as “‘the 
way, the truth and the life.” 

Now he lived on an elevation where he saw much 
that is either dim or not seen at all to the rest of us. 
Ought we not respect the findings of such a man? 

He is one of our authorities for belief in a life after 
death. ‘‘In my Father’s house,’”’ he said, ‘‘are many 
mansions; (or dwelling places, a better translation has it) 
I go to prepare a place for you.” 

Our own intuitions quickened when we are at prayer 
point unmistakably to the same great conclusion. All are 
safe for underneath are the everlasting arms. 


‘‘And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for 


God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”’ 


MODERN radio broadcaster has applied the 

thought of human beings becoming as gods in a 
way that throws a vivid light upon the world of our own 
time. In August, 1945, Raymond Swing resolved to 
devote one broadcast a week to “‘a world made new by 
atomic energy.” In 1946, these broadcasts were pub- 
lished in a small book under the title, In the Name of 
Sanity. In this book occurs the passage, ‘““‘We have not 
become gods, but we have wrought for ourselves the 
tools of creation.”* I have pondered over this sentence 
as though I had seen an illuminating flash of light; it 
came to me as a prophetic revelation. 

For many years, I have maintained the conviction 
that God’s truth finds utterance not in the Bible alone, 
but in many non-Biblical works. I regard Walt Whitman 
as a prophet in every sense in which Isaiah and Jeremiah 
were prophets. The seers of Israel spoke to their own 
times and from an enlightened understanding, and that 
most urgently in days of great crisis. We, too, live now 
in a time of crisis such as the world has never before 
known, and it is inevitable that we have need of pro- 
phetic guidance in the solving of the peculiar problems 
of our day. God has truth to convey to man no less now 
than in Biblical times, and it must be given utterance 
through human lips. Much of what we hear and read 
in current literature and speech is utterly trivial, but 
above the din of insignificant utterances and noises are 
heard, none the less, words of prophetic import, words 
that interpret the meaning of our times, words that 


*In the Name of Sanity, by Raymond Swing, Harper & Brothers, 
Page'114. 
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could not have been spoken in ancient days, for the 
world of our time had then no existence. The prophets 
of the Bible spoke of the times and the problems that then 
existed. New voices must speak of the problems of our 
day. 

We have not become gods; no, for the human race 
still consists of the old mixture of good and evil, of 
strength and weakness, of competence and incompetence, 
of blundering endeavor and the work of genius. The 
way we are handling our business and industry, our nego- 
tiations with other countries, our economic organization, 
our military plans and threats of war are enough to 
make us feel the utmost concern. We are not gods, 
far from it! We are the same old, imperfect humanity 
that has inhabited our planet for perhaps a million 
years. Yet we have done some remarkable things since 
man lived in the tree-tops of ancient forests. Man has 
cultivated the land, built cities, discovered metals, 
written books, developed philosophies and advanced in 
the sciences. 


We have in the last few years made the greatest of 
scientific and engineering advancements. I recall a 
talk I heard while I was attending a boarding school 
preparing for college. The speaker was an elderly 
minister who with an air of wonder described the three 
greatest inventions that he had seen developing during 
the Nineteenth Century; they were the locomotive, the 
steamboat and the telegraph. The telephone and the 
use of electricity were then at their beginning, their 
greater possibilities still undiscovered. We were still in 
the horse and buggy age, The first automobile, the 
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telephone, the phonograph and the moving picture had 
just appeared. The airplane, or rather the flying 
machine, was much talked about but was not yet in 
sight. There we have the background picture of human 
progress as seen when I was about to enter college. 
Since then, in less than a lifetime, we have witnessed a 
material and scientific advancement that has reached 
its climax in the invention of jet planes and in the dis- 
covery and control of atomic energy: 

If we have not become gods, we have become creators 
of a high order. Man has entered into the very structure 
of the atom and has laid his hand upon fundamental 
cosmic power. He has obtained possession of the very 
tools of creation, an unprecedented endowment. 

Compare now what man has achieved with the limits 
of his power as recited in the thirty-eighth chapter of 
the Book of Job with words spoken to the accompani- 
ment of thunder. A Voice speaks out of the whirlwind: 


“Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the 
earth?” 

“Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? 

Or hast thou walked in the recesses of the deep?” 

‘Where is the way to the dwelling of light, 

And as for darkness, where is the place thereof?” 

“By what way is the light parted, 

Or the east wind scattered upon the earth? 

Who hath cleft a channel for the waterflood, 

Or a way for the lightning of the thunder?” 

“Canst thou bind the cluster of the Pleiades, _ 

Or loose the bands of Orion?” 

“Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, 

That abundance of waters may cover thee? 

Canst thou send forth lightnings, that they may go, 

And say unto thee, Here we are?” 


These were challenging mysteries in the days of Job, 
but in our days of atomic energy, they are mysteries no 
longer. Other mysteries, however, await us. 

Yet even in those primitive days, man’s place in 
nature was not inconsiderable. His greatness was 
sufficiently recognized to prompt one of the Psalmists 
to exclaim: 


“What is man that thou art mindful of him? 

And the son of man, that thou visitest him? 

For thou hast made him but little lower than God, 

And crownest him with glory and honor. 

oe ese him to have dominion over the works of thy 
and; 

Thoujhastfput all things under his feet.” 


It was no mean accomplishment for man to domesticate 
sheep and cattle, to clear fields in the forest, to irrigate 
the desert and make it blossom, to build houses and 
create cities, to predict eclipses of the sun and moon, 
to produce works of art, write books and compose the 
superb poetry of Job. 

All these achievements meant progress, though 
moving slowly onward and upward, from man’s primitive 
estate to the flowering of Grecian culture, the ethical 
and spiritual enlightenment of Hebrew prophets and of 
Jesus, the awakening of the Renaissance, and finally 
the rise of modern science which has given humanity 
an increasing command over the forces of nature, 
culminating in the splitting of the atom and making man 
literally a partner with Deity in controlling the most 
far-reaching forces. What the final achievement is to 
be no one can predict. 

But we realize emphatically that we have not become 
gods! We are imperfect human beings in possession of 
a highly dangerous power, and we lack the moral wisdom 
needed for the safe handling of atomic energy. Further- 
more, we lack the spirit of good will and that sense of 
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‘man to play with the split atom! 


consideration for the good of other people and of otk 
nations so greatly needed if we are to have peace a 
security on this planet. To give man possession of 
great a power is like permitting children to play wi 
fire. What can God be thinking of when He perm 
The situation 
charged with utmost danger, as the wisest of us trv 
realize. 
But the danger cannot be avoided; God knows wk 
he is doing. I believe that it is His purpose to make m 
a true master of the world we occupy, and that we 
yet to be endowed with even greater powers. In ti 
meantime, we must learn to use the tools, and we i 
do that only by being entrusted with them. It i 
perilous adventure, but the risk must be faced, and. 
is for that reason that we are now standing at t 
beginning of the Atomic Age, fearfully wondering if - 
are going to use our new power for destruction or i 
creation. We started its use with the destruction | 
Hiroshima! Shall we end its use with the destructii 
of Moscow, Paris, London — New York? | 
As for myself, I face the danger with keen intere 
and without fear, and I look into the future with hog 
I trust God. I am convinced that it is the will a 
purpose of the Creator to lead humanity to a gr 
destiny. There is much to dare, to suffer and to lea 
but we will learn. 
If God has ever inspired a prophetic utterance 
all history, He is speaking in the present crisis. Urge 
voices are heard from out of the cosmic depths, = 
they are going to be still more emphatic. Raymo 
Swing’s In the Name of Sanity is an inter 
a message that the peoples of the earth must hear, 
they will be doomed to walk in darkness. “Today | 
stand at the beginning of the age,’’ says the writer, ‘! 
which, thanks to world-wide co-operation, combiny 
with the richest of individualism, man has uncover} 
for his own use the secret of the basic energy of ti 
universe. The long apprenticeship of the human rs 
comes to an end. We have not become gods, but 
have wrought for ourselves the tools of creation.” “ 
challenge to our sanity today,’ he continues, “‘is with 
parallel throughout our existence. The reality 
atomic energy is here. Its nature is beyond dispu 
We now have the means to destroy masses and civilig 
tions, so that nation no longer can contend agai 
nation, carrying the competition to the battlefield | 
be decided by the arbitrament of force . . . There m 
be no more national competitions carried to the bat 
field.”” Again he says, ‘“The day of complete co-oper 
tion is at hand.’’** 
No more eloquent prophecy than this, no m 
urgent moral challenge, no stronger plea to choose 
“way of sanity” as against “the way of suicidal m 
ness,”’ is to be found in Holy Writ. It is not surprisi 
that it should be so. With responsibility for the ri 
use of vast cosmic forces resting upon him, man c 
fronts the most momentous choice in history betw 
life and death, between the destruction of hum 
and the creation of a new world. With cosmic power | 
disposed, a cosmic message must needs go with 
Every voice that speaks in behalf of good, that pleads # 
peace and justice, and that is moved by conscience ai 
honest conviction is the voice of God. Revelatiai 
spring from the hearts and minds of men and wom 
and their meaning becomes manifest in the movem 
of events. When man speaks truth he speaks for G 
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OU and I, and thousands of others like us, are 
members of a family. Our common name is 
‘Church.” We are children of ‘the Church family.” 
Zach bears his given name: Methodist, Episcopalian, 
atholic, Universalist. There is much we have in 
sommon, just as have the children of any family; but 
we also vary greatly. We are as dissimilar as are chil- 
dren born of the same physical parentage. We vary 
mn our mannerisms and habits, in our modes of thinking, 
n our ways of doing things and, therefore, we hold 
various relationships each with the other. 
As brothers and sisters, we come together upon 
oecasion to discuss the relationships which, as a family, 
we may have to the whole of society (the state); but 
-arely do we face with comparable wisdom and courage 
the more important relationships between ourselves. 
[In a democracy, where religious freedom is granted all 
ts citizens—this is a consideration of major importance. 
Every effort should be put forth to mitigate and ration- 
alize the tension which rival faiths inevitably produce. 
* There is bound to be this tension in any society in 
which the different churches exist side by side. They 
are all bidding for the spiritual allegiance of people of 
the same community, and, however the spirit of rivalry 
may be disguised by courtesy and sophistication, or 
transcended by co-operative effort, the tension is there. 
This tension, in itself, is not bad. In fact, it may be 
Juite wholesome; but it can also be anti-social. Whether 
it is to be the one or the other depends upon certain 
factors which ought to be discussed with candor and 
ireedom. 

The basic factor in determining the wholesome rela- 
tion between two organizations differently constituted 
is their mutual recognition that each has an equal right 
to live and work in the same community. This right is 
Suaranteed by the Constitution itself, and repeated in 
most of the constitutions of the states. 

Religious freedom is of the very nature of democracy, 
mvolving not only freedom of the individual to worship 
God according to the dictates of his own conscience but 
freedom of religious groups to organize, propagandize, 
and evangelize the entire community. That this freedom 
is a gift of Protestantism is an important historical fact; 
me which non-Protestants would do well to acknowledge 
with occasional expressions of gratitude. Before the law 
‘a law, I repeat, of Protestant making) Catholics and 
Protestants, as well as those of all other faiths (and of 
10 faith), are equal: 

But religious freedom under the law does not settle 
ayny actual issues. The chief tensions which exist are 
10t due to discrimination by the state as between the 
‘*hurches. On the whole, the American state has lived 
ip to its guarantee of religious freedom. The acute 
‘ensions arise from the fact that religious organizations 
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. democracy must also operate. 


Does Authoritarian Religion 


Trust Democracy?* 


If the authoritarian churches put themselves outside the operations 
of the democratic process and tend to create within themselves a 
a degree of immunity to its influences, if they continue to block its 
functioning at crucial points, or exploit the freedom it grants, then 
it is altogether unrealistic to speak of co-operation. 


must live side by side in the wide area of freedom which 
the law does not enter. The democratic process and the 
democratic state are not synonymous. The state is 
not the whole of democracy. It is but a single organ, 
designed to function only within prescribed limits. 

But the realm beyond these limits is greater than 
the realm within, and it is in this realm beyond that 
It is a mistake to con- 
clude that, since the state declines to invade this wider 
area, there are therefore no laws for its ordering. Democ- 
racy has other laws than those which the state decrees; 
and these are no less important than statutory laws. 
Indeed they are more important, for the democratic 
state itself rests upon them. : 

The real constitution of American democracy is not 
the written one, but the one that is unwritten: the 
people’s social, moral and intellectual attitudes and 
standards. It is here that the democratic process must 
operate no less than in the political field. In our Ameri- 
can system, the question of religion is explicitly left 
outside the jurisdiction of the state; but it is not,there- 
fore, left outside the jurisdiction of democracy. Organ- 
ized religion in the form of the church must be amenable 
to the greater unwritten constitution. Freedom granted 
a religion is freedom from state control, not freedom 
from the democratic process: 

In this non-legal area democracy operates through 
the unhampered inter-play of opinions, the rubbing of 
custom against custom, institution against institution, 
conscience against conscience; all in the spirit of under- 
standing tolerance, and resulting in mutual enrichment. 
The very essence of democracy is its assumption that 
this free exchange of cultural goods in the long run will 
lead to the development of finer social and spiritual 
relationships. Therefore, the channels must be kept 
open. To clog them is to obstruct the democratic 
process. -And for any group to insulate itself from the 
necessity of co-operating with and being influenced by 
this free cultural give-and-take is flagrant defiance of 
democracy, and it is bound to have disastrous results, 
weakening the very foundations of the state itself. 

Democracy cannot suffer the claim of any minority 
group to maintain itself on the theory that it is to con- 
tinue permanently as a minority. Every minority has 
the right to become a majority if it can. Socialists, for 
example, have the right to make a majority of Socialists, 
if they can. So have Christian Scientists, Roman 
Catholics, Protestants- But there are two things 
democracy cannot afford to tolerate: (1) a minority 
attempting to insulate itself from the free operation of 
the democratic process; and (2) use of undemocratic 
methods. Such methods may be perfectly legal; but 
they are not democratic. The state may take no cog- 
mizance of them; but democracy does, because such 
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undemocratic procedure practiced in the name of 
religion jeopardizes democracy within the community 
as a whole. 

The time has now come for the people of the churches 
to ascertain whether or not their respective churches are 
taking undue advantage of freedom guaranteed by the 
state to use methods and gain privileges which inhibit 
operatio6n of the democratic process. Neither Catholi- 
cism nor Protestantism has any notion of maintaining 
itself permanently as a minority, and in this they are 
proceeding in accordance with the democratic process. 
The tensions caused by the existence here in. America 
of the authoritarian churches arise from the feeling (a 
feeling that is both widespread and growing in its inten- 
sity) that the very nature of authoritarianism, religious 
as well as political, tends to remove it from normal 
participation in the democratic process, claims privileges, 
owes allegiances, and adopts methods which block the 
operation of this process in its relation to our total 
American community. 

It is not my purpose to press this analysis to the 
point of controversy over specific churches, but I would 
not disguise the issue. My desire is to raise the question 
in the minds of those associated with authoritarian 
Protestantism as well as with Catholic friends, for it is 
in such minds that the question must be raised and 
answered. The authoritarian churches of any and all 
varieties owe it to American democracy to justify their 
acceptance of religious freedom in this country. It is 
due us of the free churches that authoritarian religionists 
clarify certain of their institutional activities. 

This can be done by: (1) removing from doubt our 
impression that the privileged property-holding status 
is now being exploited by the authoritarian churches in 
order to develop a vast property system comparable to 
that held by the monastic orders at the time of the 
Reformation, and in modern times in Latin America, 
Austria, Italy and Spain; (2) presenting, if they can, a 
creditable apologia for their allegiance (in certain 
instances) to a process utterly foreign to democracy, an 
hierarchical priestly system maintaining itself by mon- 
archical principle; (3) relieving all anxiety lest the church 
not only aspire to control the public schools, but to have 


its own schools subsidized by public funds; (4) insisting 
that a civil law (such as the one against the dissemination 
of knowledge concerning birth control), in which the 
ecclesiastical law may concur, shall be so modified as to 
make it possible for those who disagree with the ecclesi. 
astical law to live within the civil law, as well as A 
accordance with the dictates of conscience and intellect: 
(5) operating the charities of the church so as not to it 
pair the larger charity program so vital to the communit 
as a whole; (6) co-operating with all other churches 1 
matters which concern the well-being of the enti 
community; and (7) abandoning the practice whic 
requires that a member of a free church, who proposes t 
marry a member of an authoritarian church, shall fir 
pledge future children to the authoritarian faith. 

A considerable body of American opinion holds thai 
at these points the authoritarian churches are impedin; 
the free operation of the democratic process. People a 
the Universalist Church constitute a portion of thii 
great body. Democracy demands that its way shall b; 
trusted. We, who are free, suspect that authoritarianism 
in religion does not trust it. For just so long as such ; 
condition prevails, a plea for tolerance is sterile becaus: 
it is irrelevant. If the authoritarian churches put them 
selves outside the operations of the democratic proces: 
and tend to create within themselves a degree of im 
munity to its influences, if they continue to block it 
functioning at crucial points, or exploit the freedom 
grants, then it is altogether unrealistic to speak c 
co-operation. Religious freedom has its own laws, ans 
no religious institution, Catholic, Protestant, or an; 
other, may disregard these laws without raising | 
justifiable protest from democracy itself. The Univer 
salist Fellowship proposes to state this fact with sufficient 
clarity and persistence for the creedal Protestants ans 
Catholics of America to hear and remember, for if ths 
moral ends of life are not tested and checked and recort 
structed in and through the process of free and demc 
cratic inquiry, then the ends we actually live by will be 
determined by those men and those institutions whic} 
ultimately will have us in their power. 


{ 


*Radio Broadcast, January 25, 1948. 


OAKLANDON UNIVERSALISTS BRING HEADQUARTERS TO INDIANA | 


HEN friends from the Oaklandon Universalist 

Church in Indiana visit the Universalist Publish- 

ing, House in Boston, it usually warrants a brief news note 

in THE CHRISTIAN LEADER; but when the Universalist 

Publishing House comes to Indiana for a whole evening 
that is almost a ‘‘scoop!”’ 

Local staff members arriving for the Workers’ Con- 
ference dinner at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Amos V. 
Smith, January 19, were surprised to be welcomed at the 
door that read “16 Beacon St.”” by Mrs Smith, who in- 


troduced herself as “Ye Editor of THE CHRISTIAN 
LEADER’’. 

The dining room boasted a display of file copies of 
THE CHRISTIAN LEADER, denominational pamphlets 
adaptable and usable in the new educational emphasis. 
Over each chair hung the January 3 issue, ““Adventure in 
Growth and Achievement for Universalist Church 
Schools” and each place was marked by a silhouette of 
the Headquarters building and a contributor’s name of 
the headlined issue. The table was centered with a 
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replica of the Publishing House that contained interict 
views photographed for the Oct. ’45 issue. 
“The Prayer for Teachers”, an appropriate orady 
was given by ‘‘Max Kapp” (Richard Gardner); ‘Robe 
Cummins” as host, introduced ali guests. “Edna Bruner 
(Mary Dobbins) presented her article on “Church Famil 
Night” so sincerely that ‘Margaret Winchester” (Jung 
Trittipo) agreed that her plea for “‘New Teachers” woul 
almost be taken care of. A “Family Night” was deff 
nitely set and planned for ‘‘on the spot”. (Valenti 
Party, Feb. 15, 7:00 to 9:00.) 
Rev. Argyle Houser, pastor, as “Carl Voss,”’ declare 
that “If ever we are to build Universalism and O 
World We must start with the children before unfounde: 
prejudices are developed.’’ Donald MacMillan’s articl 
(Dr. Otto Hamilton) on “Our opportunity to teac! 
toward a truly creative religious experience by develop 
ing a growing appreciation of God and man” brought a 
enthusiastic discussion and summary. | 


The surprise climax was a lighted cake for the eS 


days of Anita, Mary Dobbins, and Mrs. Houser wh 
unable to attend, sent her regrets. 


THE CHRISTIAN LEADE: 


itadel of the Soul 


aymond J. Baughan 


J “HERE are always those with whom we can feel 
I open and sincere. Life draws us very close. The 
ears share our secrets; joy and sorrow often hold us in 
€ same embrace. Yet, in a sense, we are strangers to 
ne another. Each of us is recluse, beyond the reach of 
y penetrating stare. We are not really known, not 
en by those intimately near. We live from different 

nters, you from yours, and I from mine. We see with 
nlike eyes. We have a history that is our own. 

Nothing can be given to us that is not already germi- 
ial within, though we can take much, and much can be 
aken from us. To ignore this inevitable reticence is to 
»e blind to the mystery we essentially are. 

_ We need not pry into the corners of each other’s 
yeing. Life cannot be so rudely fathomed; not that it is 
lark, but that it is deep. There are areas we have 
carcely explored ourselves. Our inner truth is hidden. 

Often, but a stray remark from one with whom we 
elt no common bond reveals wealth we did not suspect 
1e had. His word is simple and plain, but what he says 
hrows light on what he is. 

We are never obvious. What aspect of otherness 
will greet us when we approach a friend? Will it be 
‘ebuke or welcome? We are summoned at times, and 
it other times forbidden. It is this unpredictable recep- 
ion that invites humility and stirs our quest. 

There are, sadly, some surface minds that have not 
earned such respect. If one has something to say, they 
ook for him to come out with it and tell it artlessly. 
[hey are unable to sense the power of understatement. 
[They think every whimsical notion that starts in a 
nan’s mind ought to. be mounted on a charger and 
announced with trumpet. They expect and offer dog- 
natic pronouncements on profound questions; and some 
f these cannot be so roughly trampled without desecra- 
jon. It is a form of exhibitionism that reveals but 
‘mptiness. 

Those who live deeply know the art of withdrawing 
vhen others clamor for them to show their hand. They 
“now such intruding eyes would not comprehend were 
he door opened. They know 


“The hold that falls not when the town is got, 
The Heart’s heart, whose immured plot 
Hath keys yourself keep not! 

Yourself are with yourself the sole consortress 

In that unleaguered fortress 


Its keys are at the cincture hung of God.” 


We can be plain, precise, specific when dealing with 
urface things, but with the intimate transactions of the 
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“And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and showed them all the house 
of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the 
precious ointment, and all the house of his armor, and all that was 
found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his 
dominion, that Hezekiah showed them not. 

*‘And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lord. 
‘‘Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that 
which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried 
unto Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the Lord.”’ 


—2 Kings 20: 13, 16, 17. 


spirit we touch a reverent agnosticism regarding others. 
We begin to realize that the resources of human thought 
and language are inadequate to express what is within. 
Experience shatters the words. At best, we but strike 
fragmentary sparks, trusting the fire will ignite ready 
tinder. 

Now and then, someone points to things he has dis- 
covered and grown to love, and light illumines our path. 
Then it is gone and we walk on unobtrusively, each in 
his own thought and way, but confirmed and strength- 
ened, perhaps led by surprise to increasing reaches of 
our spiritual being. 

“The one essential thing,’ said Albert Schweitzer, 
“as that we have light in ourselves. Our strivings will be 
recognized by others, and when people have light in 
themselves it will shine out from them. Then we get to 
know each other in the darkness, without needing to 
pass our hands over each other’s faces, or to intrude into 
each other’s hearts. 

“In this matter, giving is the only valuable process; 
it is only giving that stimulates. Impart as much as 
you can of your spiritual being to those who are on the 
road with you, and accept as something precious what 
comes back to you from them eH 


Eternal Spirit, whom we have met so often, rebuking 
our waywardness, lifting our vision, may we learn to be 
reverent in the presence of our friends, treasuring what 
they bring to us, and by the conflict of their and our 


unlikeness, find what is true within ourselves. 


HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER 


aN FABLE coming out of Germany tells us of a pastor 

who, on State orders, announced to the members 
of his congregation that those who had Jewish fathers 
must leave the portals of the church and never return. 
A few faces paled and some people arose from their pews 
and left. The pastor then said that all people who had 
Jewish mothers were also to leave. A few more wor- 
shippers got up and walked out. Then, the fable con- 
tinues, the Figure on the crucifix high over the altar 
suddenly faded into thin air, leaving the cross quite bare. 
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Presenting Your New Board of Educatio : 


“Werecommend.... 1. The creation of a Department of Education to co-ordinate the yomees | 
activities of the church and its auxiliaries, to discover needs, and to frame and direct future pri 
grams. 2. The creation of a Board of Education of five members appointed by the Trustees of TH 
Universalist Church of America on recommendation of the Central Planning Council, which Boe 
shall serve as a policy making agency for the department.”’ 


Adopted at the General Assemb} 
Canton, N. Y., 1948. | 

{ 

| 

| 


George M. LaPoint, HE Trustees of The Universalist Church of Ameri! 
Minister, First Universalist Church, have asked Mr. La Point, Miss Bruner, M 
Elgin, Illinois Schwenk, Mrs. Ulrich and Dean Spanton to do a mca 
Former Instructor in Philosophy important job for all of us. Theirs is the task of settis 


Tufts College up an over-all Department of Education for the Unive 


salist church in response to the vote of the last Gener 
Assembly. This means, among other things, that th 
churches which these men and women serve are all 
Edna Pabruner being asked to give some of the time of their ministe 
: F ; 
Minister, First Universalist Church, | 2nd directors to the larger cause. 


Canton, New York 


General Field Worker : 4 : eur a i 
Umavereslet Charchict Amence! The job will take time and it will take energy, intel! 


1940-1945 gence and tact for the Board is the policy makix 
agency for the new Department of Education. The gc 
of the Board is a fine educational program for the tot! 
church. This goal is being approached in terms 
specific needs and areas of our educational work. 


{ 
Minister, First Universalist Church, On February 12 and 13, the Board met in Boston ; 


Emerson Schwenk, 

Haverhill, Massachusetts an organizational and exploratory session. The Re} 

Formerly Regional Field Secretary, George M. La Point was elected chairman. Staff mer: 

Fellowship of Reconciliation bers at Headquarters were interviewed and much i 
portant ground work accomplished. Before See, | 
the department, the Board or its representatives w 


consult with local churches to learn in detail speci 
needs which our local organizations feel the new depar 
ment of education should meet. 
| 
t] 


Rebecca McGlauflin Ulrich, 


Director of Religious Education, 
Former Chairman of Religious Edu- In the area of personnel, the Board is agreed that 
cation for North Carolina director of the department, “must be competent in t! 
field of education with a psychological and sociologi ! 
rather than a theological approach to the educatio 
process.”’ 


The next meeting of the Board of Education will 
Albert |. Spanton, held the day before the April meeting of the Board. 
Dean Emeritus Trustees of The Universalist Church of America 


/ 
Buchtel College of Liberal Arts, permit Board members and Trustees to confer 
Akron University, : 


Universalist Minister E. Hu! 
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sf Outreach 


ervice Committee News 


NEW pattern of outreach is being developed under 
- \_ the leadership of the Universalist Service Com- 
ittee in the form of summer work-camps. While this 
3 a somewhat new venture for Universalists, the value 
f work-camps has been proved through the experiences 
f the Friends, Unitarians, and other groups. 


lome Service Projects: Several work-camps are being 
anned for the summer of 1948. Among states already 
t work preparing for these are: Maine, Massachusetts, 
Yew Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, and the Province of 
uebec. These projects will vary in each case; but,. for 
he most part, will require the same basic training in 
‘ducational, recreational, worship and work program 
echniques. 


[raining School Plans: A training school for all work- 
Re ers will be held during the month of JUNE—dates, 
June 19 to 29, 1948—at the KEDRON VALLEY INN 
the former dormitory of the old GREEN MOUNTAIN 
«IBERAL INSTITUTE which was a UNIVERSALIST 
ACADEMY) and is located in South Woodstock, 
JVermont. This school was founded 100 years ago this 
coming summer, and part of the work project for the 
entire group will be related to both the old school building, 
tself and the old South Woodstock Universalist Church. 
4 demonstration school, with children of the local com- 
nunity, will make possible an in-training program for 
setting up similar religious educational projects in areas 
where the work-camps will be held. 


Among the Leaders Will Be: Professor Angus Mac- 
Lean, St. Lawrence University, Canton, New York; 
Carleton M. Fisher, Executive Director, Universalist 
Service Committee; Mounir R. Sa’Adeh, formerly of 
Damascus, Syria—Teacher, Minister; Carl Henry Voss, 
Executive Minister, New Hampshire Universalist State 
Convention. 


Project Directors Will Be: Clinton L. Scott, Super- 
intendent, Massachusetts Universalist State Convention; 
George Spencer, Field Secretary, Massachusetts Univer- 
salist State Convention; Albert C. Niles, Minister of the 
Auburn, Maine, Universalist Church; Warren Nye, Lay 
Minister of the Dover, New Hampshire, Universalist 
Church—Teacher and other area directors still to be 
chosen. 


For Whom? Universalist and other interested young 
eople of senior high school and college age will be eligible 
fo enroll. Students in theological schools will also be 
sligible both as work-campers and as co-directors of 
srojects. This includes men and women. Application 
orms may be procured’ through the offices of the UNI- 
VERSALIST SERVICE COMMITTEE and the 
JNIVERSALIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP at 16 Bea- 
on Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts. 


ixpenses? The total expenses including the TRAIN- 
NG SCHOOL at South Woodsteck, Vermont, will be 
INE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00). This is for a 
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niversalist Work-Camps A New Area 


forty-two day period and amounts to about $2.38 per 
day. Transportation to the projects from the school 
will be provided, but minor incidental expenses must be 
assumed by each work-camper. A ten dollar ($10.00) 
registration fee should be sent in with the formal appli- 
cation. If scholarship aid is needed, please state this in 
covering letter with your application. 

Advance application for enrollment in summer work- 
camps: 


Please send application form to: 


Name: 

Address: 

City and State = 
Church Affiliation 


Also send information and application blanks to those 
listed on the reverse side: (Use same form as above.) 


UNIVERSALIST SERVICE COMMITTEE, 


16 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts 


JUNIOR HIGH INTERCULTURAL CAMP 
Elfin Lake 
Wallingford, Vermont 
Auspices of 
Universalist Church of America 


Dates: July 20 to August 17, 1948 (Four Full Weeks) 


Who Will Attend: It is hoped that Junior High age 
young people of all cultures may have the opportunity 
to share in this experience. Children from among the 
families of the United Nations, as well as from among 
the several racial and nationality groups in America, 
will live with boys and girls from our own church schools. 


Scholarship Aid: In order to make this possible, in- 
dividuals and churches will need to provide either partial 
or full scholarships so that every child who has the 
desire and ability to attend may be given that oppor- 
tunity. Perhaps a World Friendship Fund in each 
church could be established to meet this need. 


Expenses: The total cost per child will depend upon 
over all registration. A registration of forty children 
would mean a cost per child of $125 for the four week 
period. If the registration reaches ninety to one hundred 
the cost per child will be $85. 


Please send all inquiries to: Carl H. Voss, Directo, 


116 Summer Street, Springfield, Vermont 
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Reactions of Our Readers 


WE ARE INTERESTED IN THE OUTCOME OF 
CONGREGATIONAL-CHRISTIAN, EVAN- 
GELICAL-REFORM UNION 

To the Editor: 

As you know, our Congregational-Christian church friends are 
considering a merger with the Churches of the Evangelical- 
Reformed Fellowship. 

In view of the fact that many Universalists have been favorably 
disposed toward the idea of a possible merger with the Congre- 
gational-Christian Church, I think we have a right to concern 
ourselves with this movement, at least to the extent of becoming 
informed of the desirability of such a merger, from our own point 
of view. I do not, of course, infer that we should advise our friends 
and neighbors how they should vote on this issue. 

We would want to know, above all, if Evangelical-Reformed 
Fellowship is a liberal body in the best sense of that much abused 
word, if they are members of the Federal Council, and if so, how 
they stood on the question of admitting the Universalist Church. 

J. Albert Robinson 
Brunswick, Me. 


Editor’s Note:—The Evangelical-Reformed Churches make 
up a denomination totaling slightly under six hundred thousand. 
Like so many Protestant groups they run the gamut from con- 
servative to liberal. Generally speaking, the Evangelical Re- 
formed Church should be classified as conservative. The fellow- 
ship is one of the constituent members of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America. Congregationalists are 
divided on the issue of union with the Evangelical Reformed 
group. A large majority favor the union. Since a small but 
significant minority ls opposed to the union, it has been seriously 
suggested in some Congregational circles that the vote on this 
question be postponed. 

The Editor of THe CHRISTIAN LEADER has refrained from 
discussing this important issue in spite of the fact that the out- 
come will strengthen or weaken liberal Christendom because like 
Mr. Robinson he believes that we should not advise our ‘‘friends 
and neighbors” on how we think they should vote. We would, 
however, welcome an expression of opinion from Congregationalist 
sources both proandcon. Certainly Universalists are by no means 
indifferent to the welfare of Congregationalism. 


SHE DID GIVE FREELY 
To the Editor: , 

I am enclosing check for the Unified Appeal. Delay in respond- 
ing has been caused by a somewhat prolonged illness and a stubborn 
convalescence. 

I do not know who might be responsible for the editorial in 
February 7 issue of THE LEADER, entitled ‘““Not Grudgingly, But 
Freely ,’’ but am wondering if others of our fold might not have 
had a reaction similar to mine. 

Most people to-day are forced to use “prudence.” The 
demands on one’s pocketbook are seemingly never-ending. Never 
a meeting occurs that some perfectly legitimate reason is not 
given why one should empty one’s pocketbook And might not 
that very fact do something toward explaining the emptiness of 
the pews? There just zs a limit to the amount a harrassed people 
can contribute toward “‘saving the world.” ; 

Another thought: Somehow the resort to Scripture in enforcing 
demands for money smacks a bit of insincerity. Orthodoxy, 
at least in the olden days, called down fire from Heaven on the 
recalcitrant. It was doubtless effective, but is the Universalist 
Church leaning toward Orthodoxy? ®@In the August 16 issue of 
THE LEADER, Rosalie A. West had an article which so forcibly 
impressed the writer of this reaction that she clipped it for ready 
reference. Said she, among other things, “I am one who would 
like to see all the useless phrases, forms and ordinances that have 
no longer any vital meaning discarded.” Me too, Lady. 

Bertha H 
Boston, Mass. ; aaa 


INTERESTING, NOT COMFORTING 


To the Editor: 

I read your fine article on your European observations and 
found them most interesting, if not too comforting. It must be an 
appalling situation. You have given us plenty of ammunition to 
shoot at the black market propagandists. 


Arthur W, McDavitt 


Muncie, Indiana 
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PREACH ON THE REAL MEANING OF HELL 
To the Editor: 


Nothing disturbed me more on Sunday than the blatant voi 
of a religious (?) revivalist preaching on “‘hell’’ over the radi 
I turned him off before he had said twenty words. I thought, 4 
it possible that in this enlightened age, can any be so stupid as- 
preach the brutal old dogma of an endless punishment in a oe | 
fire and brimstone prepared by God for sinners and unbelievers 
I have often wondered if they who preach it have noticed the di 
crepancy between the character of a merciful God and the brutali 
of a hell of torture; the brotherhood of man; half of the world | 
hell and the other half in heaven? And I have wondered whet 
those who preach it and those who think they believe it have giv 
the subject a thorough investigation of the teaching of both t 
Old and the New Testament. It is a fearful imputation again 
God that he should do such a thing! No man would do it, s 
father nor mother. There is no darker picture in my mind tha 
that of the preacher, Jonathan Edwards, preaching that horrik) 
sermon ‘‘Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry God!!!’ The brutali! 
and monstrosity of it!! I shudder when I think of it!! Who but t! 
preacher himself is worthy of such a fate as he who preached it f) 
others? I myself have been consigned to hell several times for m 
Universalism by my “‘friends.’”? And I say to my brethren in t 
pulpit, preach sometime on “‘hell’’,“‘hades” and ‘“‘sheol’’, and i 
your congregations understand the true meaning of this wor: 
I sometimes doubt the honesty of the preacher who preaches; 
“lace of endless punishment”’. Not many do now, owing to t/ 
Universalist church and her influence. 


Blanchester, Ohio Robert S. Kellerman | 


SUPPLIES FOR EUROPEAN RELIEF 
Packages of food and clothing should be sent 
to the 
UNIVERSALIST COLLECTION WAREHOUSE 
31 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
The Service Committee has shipping tags or 
stickers which it will furnish on application. 


} 
CASH FOR EUROPEAN RELIEF | 
CASH for the purpose of buying food should | 
be sent directly to THE UNIVERSALIST | 
CHURCH OF AMERICA, 16 BEACON STREET 
BOSTON 8, MASSACHUSETTS. 
| 
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OUR WOMEN KNOW? 


. earnest plea comes to us from Mrs. 
er W. Worthington of Floral Park, 
York, to support more whole-heartedly 
work of the Universalist Service Com- 
2e for displaced children in Germany. 
juote from her letter: 
more of our women actually knew 
: about this work, its needs and their 
ty to help, they would perhaps get 
ad it more generally. Carleton Fisher, 
our backing, did such a fine job in 
and, then in Hungary. We are in- 
fortunate to have him as director of this 
work. 
wonder if our women know that the 
arian and Universalist Service Com- 
ee sewing project at 33 E. 35th St., 
’ York City, cuts out garments for boys 
girls; ages, babies through fourteen 
s, and assembles them ready to be sent 
to sewing groups in our churches? 
re are warm pajamas and underwear 
uting flannel, girls’ dresses, skirts, 
ses and coats; boys’ pants, jackets; 
rable capes, sacks, nightgowns for 
ies. There are simple garments for the 
perienced sewer and more complicated 
gs for the experienced one. All one 
1s to do is to write to the Sewing Project, 
ection Warehouse, 33 E. 35th St., New 
k; ask for an assortment and also for a 
hed sample of each garment to use as a 
lel. 
The ladies of one church I happen to 
w of, meet to sew at the various homes; 
x¢ who can, bring their electric machines; 
others do hand work. There is much 
-ter above the noise of the machines and 
in the afternoon tea .is served. If the 
ith’s stint is not completed, it is divided 
-0 be finished at home. 
cei On the first floor of the warehouse 
Yew York, the used clothing and shoes 
- in from Universalist and Unitarian 
rches all over the country (but not in 
amounts formerly sent) are sorted and 
sd, ready for shipping. Next door is the 
1 building where are packed gifts of 
1, or food bought with money donated. 
se parcels are then shipped to Europe 
be distributed by our own workers, 
ugh our own centers, thus gaining a 
e human touch and avoiding the danger 
he black market. 
. . . Just being able to assist—if only 
ome small way—would perhaps ease the 
ing of guilt many of us must have at 
es, of living so complacently in the one 
ntry in the world that has enough food 
sat, clothes to wear, fuel to burn, and 
1ey with which to buy it. 
Could we not stretch ourselves, if not 
jally, then in a practical way, and give 
vital work, another thread in the 
asy pattern of international understand- 
our support?” 
Je invite comments on this letter. If 
ir group is working regularly for the 
>, will you please write and tell us what 
have done? 


DFORD A.U.W. 


he A.U.W. of the Medford Universalist 
rch meets to sew each Wednesday 
ning and ships one or two boxes every 
k. They repair used clothing as well 
naking new garments. One lady gives 
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her time exclusively to buttonholes; another 
takes care of babies’ bonnets. An invalid 
knits mittens. Recently they took out the 
linen lining of a twenty-year-old suitcase, 
washed it and made a pair of overalls for a 
small boy! 


DERBY LINE, VERMONT 


There are two sewing groups in the 
church at Derby Line, Vemont. One is 
making two complete outfits for a twelve- 
year-old girl in the displaced persons’ camp. 


PROGRESS IN NORTH CAROLINA 


OUTLAWS BRIDGE (Rev. L. C. Prater) 

“A matter of great interest is the pro- 
posed annex to the church for our church 
school and social needs. We had hoped to 
be far along with the construction by this 
time, but the weather has been against us 
and we fear that more delay will come. Yet 
no one is losing faith and we expect to go 
right ahead with the construction as soon 
as possible. 

“Our Young People are a very active 
group. They meet twice a month, on 
Wednesday evenings. They held a delight- 
ful party on Christmas Eve, after the 
candle-lighting and Christmas-tree service 
at the church. On Youth Sunday, January 
28, they took over the entire service. The 
members of the choir wore their new choir 
robes for the first time. Speakers were 
Alonzo Outlaw and Pauline Outlaw. Both 
spoke clearly and gave us something of 
genuine worth in their thoughts. 

“Our church school is doing a fine work. 
We were snowed out February 1, but other- 
wise we have not missed a Sunday. (All 
departments of the church function right on 
through the summer). Our teachers repre- 
sent some of the leaders in the state religious 
educational program. When the Religious 
Education Committee met at Kinston in 
December, they were there. When we en- 
tertained the committee in January, they 
were members of a great discussion. 

“One of the most happy events of the 
year was the visit of Mrs. Holbrook Mul- 
ford, the president of The Association of 
Universalist Women. She spoke to mem- 
bers of our church Sunday morning, 
January 18. She is a woman of remarkable 
strength of spirit and speaks her thoughts 
with a devotion to our faith which is chal- 
lenging. 

“The members of our A. U. W. are con- 
spicuous in all departments of the church. 
They furnish many of our teachers in the 
church school. They help and encourage our 
young people, and are always eager to help 
the church finance its program. In their 
meetings they are making a study of the 
devotion that has been given as men and 
women have gone about making the Bible 
available to peoples of all languages.” 


RED HILL 

“In its two years of existence, the 
A. U. W. has doubled its membership and 
also its quota. This group is striving for the 
study of truth and expressing it in social 
living in the community amid predominant 
conservatism and orthodoxy.” 


CLINTON (Mrs. R. A. McCullen) 


“Our Association met in the homes of 
members, and had a social hour with a game 


Association of Universalist Women 


16 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts 


of contest, and refreshments, at each meet 
ing. We studied: 

1. International Friendship: Holland, 
Hungary, Palestine, China, India, Russia. 

2. Race Relations: reports on Life of 
George Washington Carver, Sense and 
Nonsense about Race (Alpenfels); Thirteen 
Against the Odds (Embree); Native Son 
(Wright); House in the Uplands (Caldwell.) 
KINSTON (Rev. Thomas Turrell) 

“Of course the A. U. W., older than the 
State Convention, some forty-two years of 
age, is a driving wheel in the church, under 
the able leadership of Mrs. W. C. Grady, 
the president, who occasionally substitutes 
for the minister in the pulpit, and teaches a 
large-sized class for women in church 
school.” 


WE HAVE EMBARKED 

Two weeks ago we embarked actively 
upon the fulfillment of our pledge for our 
new Venture in Christian Service, The 
Elliott P. Joslin Camp for Diabetic Boys. 
Ever since the Biennial Convention in 
Canton last September, committees have 
been at work and accomplishing great 
things, but the literature, which went to 
every parish in our Fellowship recently, 
carries with it specific suggestions of how to 
reach our goal of seventy-five hundred 
dollars for movable equipment for the 
Camp, and six thousand dollars as our share 
of operating expenses for this first thrilling 
season of 1948. It was prepared to help 
you. Use it freely. 

There is a poster, drawn by our architect, 
showing exactly how the camp will look 
when completed. Below the drawing are 
five spaces to be filled in as each building is 
erected. A news story will accompany each 
picture. We urge you to give us a news 
story in return, through your state president 
or chairman of Clara Barton Birthplace 
Work, so we may know of the progress of 
every church toward the completion of our 
pledge. Display the poster prominently. 

A small folder, An Opportunity for 
Universalists, tells the story of the camp 
project for diabetic boys and our accepted 
responsibility to it. There is a form of 
pledge for the use of those who wish to make 
a gift for the Camp. We hope every church 
will ask for and distribute many of these 
folders. 

Lists of specific articles and approximate 
cost of all needed equipment for Camp have 
been prepared and are available at Head- 
quarters, 16 Beacon Street, Boston 8, 
Massachusetts. It is so much more inter- 
esting when we give money to buy a type- 
writer for the camp Office, or a radio-victrola 
for the campers, baseballs, badminton sets, 
or plain sheets and pillow cases, which are 
so necessary. 

Literature has been sent to the president 
of women’s groups in every church, even if 
that church is active only part of the year. 
This was done because this great work with 
boys and for boys belongs to all of us and in 
it we all want to share. We knew of no 
other way to reach every Universalist and 
we are confident our women will carry the 
information to all. 

Working together, diligently, success is 
assured. 

In our enthusiasm for this work with 
boys, let’s not forget our girls. Have you 
filled a stocking—one for a girl, one for a 
boy? 
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BOYS IN TROUBLE 


They’re not all Dead End Kids. Not by 
along shot. According to a survey of more 
than two thousand juvenile delinquents 
made in Detroit—boys between the ages of 
ten and seventeen—eighty per cent of them 
come from ‘‘good’’ families in comfortable 
circumstances. 

The most common denominator in their 
background was found to be parental neg- 
lect. Broken homes, alcoholism, other 
factors entered into many of the cases, but 
the chief fault appeared to lie with parents 
who were willing to give their children 
money when they asked for it but not to 
devote time to their interests. 

The assault on family life from every side 
today is prodigious. The movies, the radio, 
the cotnics hold flagrantly false ideals before 
a restless, disoriented generation. The 
answer is not the censorship called for by 
the Soviet delegate to the United Nations 
Subcommission on the Freedom of the 
Press, as he denounces the American press 
for its sensational treatment of sex crimes 
and scandal,: 

The answer lies in educating parents to 
the need for providing their children with 
interests and ideals more real, more satisfy- 
ing, and more companionable than those 
hawked by the unscrupulous vendors of 
sensation. Editorial in The Christian 
Science Monitor, Jan. 31, 1948. 


“*. , . DEEP, DEEP THOUGHTS” 


Boys, and girls, noless than adults, need 
intelligent guidance in their thinking about 
religion. Fortunate the church that pro- 
vides for its children and youth, leaders 
equipped to discuss fundamental questions 
with them, and to help them distinguish 
the real from the unreal. The following 
report, which might be duplicated in 
many a Universalist church, further em- 
phasizes this need: 

What are the things that children and 
young people wonder about? Is there 
anything really serious beneath the careless, 
thoughtless surface usually turned toward 
adults? Murray church school provides 
one answer. 

Two boys, aged nine and thirteen, were 
planning a junior worship service. In a 
discussion of religious questions they were 
asked: ‘‘When you think about religion, 
especially about God, what are some of the 
things that you would like to know? What 
are the things you wonder about?”? Some 
of the replies: 

“T’d like to know how God can make 
people and things grow.” 

“Where is God?” 

“What is God like?”’ 

“How can he be everywhere at the same 
time?” 

‘How does he know whether you are bad 
or good so you can go to heaven?”’ 

“If Jesus had not been crucified would 
he have been eternal?”’ 

“Was Jesus God’s Son.” 

The thoughts of youth are deep, deep 
thoughts, itistrue. Sometimes the shallow 
surface is the real thing. More often it isa 
protective veneer turned towards adults. 
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many of whom laugh easily at youth, avoid 
deep thoughts, and are not interested in 
understanding or solving life’s deeper 
problems. Profound thinking begins early, 
and is fostered by people who encourage 
children to probe deeply into life. 

From the weekly calendar of Murray 

Universalist Church, Attleboro, Mass., 

Jan. 18, 1948. 


PICTURES SMALL CHILDREN 
WILL ENJOY 


Two new sets of eight pictures each are 
ready for kindergarten and primary classes 
in the church school. One set, Babies 
Around the World, shows them in Africa, 
Alaska, America, China, India, Japan, 
Peru and among Navajo Indians. Classes 
using Martin and Judy, A Brand New 
Baby and Growing Bigger would enjoy 
these. 

The second set is called Children and 
Their Pets Around the World. There 
are ducklings in China, a baby camel in 
Egypt, goats in Switzerland, hens and 
chickens in Africa, a water buffalo in the 
Philippines, a spotted deer in India, a pet 
llama in Peru, and Blossom, the American 
boy’s pet calf. These pictures are excellent 
supplementary material for teachers using 
Animal Babies. They may be used also 
in children’s nurseries at church or at home, 
hung on the wall at the child’s eye level. 

The pictures, done by Janet Smalley, 
are in four colors on 11’’x14”’ cards. Nina 
Millen has written a delightful story about 
each one, telling of family life in different 
countries in the first set and in the second, 
describing how children care for their pets. 
Suggestions for using the pictures in informal 
worship are also included. These pictures 
are a publication of Friendship Press. The 
price is $1.00 per set, and they may be 
ordered of the Universalist Publishing 
House. 


SYRACUSE GOES 
ADVENTURING 


The superintendent of Betts Memorial 
Universalist church school has written 
enthusiastically of the response of their 
leaders to the Adventure Program. Here 
are some statements from a recent letter: 

“When the Adventure in Growth and 
Achievement material came, we appointed 
a special committee to study it and evaluate 
our school in the light of it. The decision 
was that we needed to do more with the 
parents, and we needed to do more along 
educational lines at our workers’ con- 
ferences. Increased membership we have 
been working at constantly for three years 
now. We have used Lent each year as 
a time to emphasize bringing in new 
members. 

“The first thing we did was to plan a 
special meeting in January for our workers, 
at which time Mrs. Ernestine Calendar, 
religious education director at the Uni- 
versity Methodist Church, spoke to us. 
Then we set upa series of Lenten Lectures 
on the ‘Modern Use of the Bible’ which is 
open to the entire parish and friends, 
although planned with the teachers es- 
pecially in mind. 


“The first step with parents was a m 
ing on Ash Wednesday evening at w 
Dr. Elizabeth Manwell spoke on ‘f 
Wholesome Patterns of Growth.’ Itvy 
miserable night—snow and cold— bat 
had a wonderful turnout and most: 
couraging of all there were as m 
fathers as there were mothers! | 
meeting was scheduled for 8-10 o’clock 
not until an hour later (and then reluctaz 
did the discussion end. It was a thr: 
experience, and Dr. Manwell gave 
much to think about. After Easter 
shall have a special meeting for pa; 
of young children and follow that wit 
for parents of juniors and intermedi 
Then it will be ‘Festival of the Home’ 
and we will plan a family night for the w 
school and parents and teachers.” 


REPRINTS READY: 


“A Vital Church Program rete > 
Parents,’’ an article by Elizabeth ™ 
Manwell which appeared in the Janud 
number of THE CHRISTIAN LEADER, 
been made available for distribution. 
Manwell, author and lecturer, is 
director of religious education at | 
Memorial Unitarian Church in Syraé 
What she has written is based on & 
theory, but also on first-hand experieni 
bringing parents into the life of the al 
and thereby vitalizing its program. | 

This reprint should be widely rea 
ministers, Religious Education Commit 
Boards of Trustees, church school le} 
and parents themselves. Thoughtful 
cussion of it by different groups in the cll 
should yield returns in fresh insights 5 
determination to make needed chang, 

This reprint is part of the current Ag, 
ture in Growth and Achievement Prot 
Copies at two cents apiece may be ori 
from the G.S.S.A. 


| 
The search for truth is endless an| 
citing, the highest courage is to look 
straight in the eye; and those who uk 
take to write or teach must utter the | 
as they see it, taking nothing away, ai 
nothing thereto, and in nought + 
cating. 


A.J.™ 
| 


This civilization of steel and oad 
separates mankind from the soil. T 
is God’s footstool. The scent of th 
heals me. I have no desire to bec 
civilized man. : 
~soil. 


I want to live close 


Toyohiko | 


The golf links lie so near the mil 
That almost every day 
The laboring children can look ou 
And see the men at play. 
Sarah Cles 


It is easy for all of us to shirk the 
cussions of current issues under the pr 
remaining impartial; it is a temptati 
remain a silent coward and think oné 
tolerant spectator. 


Jane Ac 
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NFESSIONS OF AN 
VOSTIC CLERGYMAN 
{. Stanton Hodgin 

jcon Press, Boston. 

je $2.50 


wo kinds of persons will profit from 
ing E. Stanton Hodgin’s, Confessions 
in Agnostic Clergyman, the gnostic 
the agnostic—the ‘‘inflexible in faith,” 
“they whom dark doubts assail.’’ For 
book bears testimony to Tennyson’s 
tvation, ‘‘there lives more faith in 
2st doubt . than in half the 
ds.’ The sub-title, “a lifelong search 
ia satisfying faith,’’ is more descriptive 
he book because Dr. Hodgin is agnostic 
fly in the fields in which nobody has 
flable knowledge. Within the fields of 
nee and human relations, he is a man of 
found faith. He believes in the natural 
2r, in man, and in the efficacy of intel- 
ace, honesty, and good will. 
jeginning his earthly career in a one 
m log cabin in the bleak wilderness of 
<ota territory and at the age of four, 
en in by a family of Quakers in Iowa 
ere for thirteen years he worked on a 
n, attended country school, and shared 
she economic depression of the ’70s, he 
le to grips with the rigors of frontier 
‘that the prevailing religious orthodoxies 
'unresolved. Two circumstances drove 
1 to college, intellectual curiosity and 
taste for manual labor. The influences 
ich seem to account for most men’s 
ice of the ministry were absent in 
dgin’s young manhood. He found 
irch religion superficial, “resting on 
warranted assumptions.’’ He confesses 
two hatreds, ecclesiasticism and mili- 
ism; he might have named a third, 
tism. His parents were Universalists, 
hough it is doubtful that his mother, 
o died young, ever attended a Universa- 
'meeting, and his father waited thirty 
rs, or until he retired in Pasadena, 
ore this opportunity came to him. The 
ivictions of his parents, plus a wide 
ding of writers coming to terms with the 
strines of biological evolution, plus the 
ing man’s own independent bent of 
nd brought him after much floundering 
Meadville Theological School in prepare- 
n for the liberal ministry. 
Dr. Hodgin was in the active ministry of 
» Unitarian fellowship for forty years, 
tributed over five pastorates. His has 
ma teaching ministry. The chapter on 
Five Year Plan of adult religious educa- 
nN carried out in the Los Angeles is an 
piration to churchmen struggling with 
: problems of creating a vital program 
congregations. Dr. Hodgin was a 
gious Humanist long before the Un1- 
ian Theists became emotionally agitated 
sr this wholesome term. Evidently he 
rer feared the secularizing of life, but 
y the religious liberal mission that of 
ictifying the secular. 
[he space which the writer devotes to 
untain climbing could, with added profit 
the reader, have been given to more 
ails about himself. But this chapter is 
= without symbolic meaning, because 
re is, his agnosticism notwithstanding, 
Alpine quality about this veteran 
acher-teacher with his eyes on the 
ghts and his feet braced firmly against 
solid earth. 


Clinton Lee Scott 
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THE INVISIBLE ENCOUNTER 
By Igor I. Sikorsky 
Seribner’s Sons Co., N. Y. 
Price $2.00 


In this book, the world’s greatest plane 
designer makes a plea for spiritual rather 
than material power as the great need of 
our day. Using the text about the ‘‘triple 
testing’’ of Jesus in the wilderness, Sikorsky 


‘preaches a fine sermon and can best be 


appreciated when viewed in this light. 

We are introduced to the period of highest 
general literacy and scientific development, 
that is, from 1914 to 1945, not only as such, 
but also as the time of greatest degeneracy 
when more helpless people were starved to 
death by planned or preventable conditions 
than during all of the so-called dark ages. 
Police states, by controlling all food, by 
capturing the imagination of men by an 
open display of overwhelming power and by 
temporery use of lies and murder (this last 
called by the author ‘“‘Worship of the 
Devil’’), the three temptations have forced 
hungry people to accept materialism. 

The author offers ‘‘a way out’’ which is 
summed up by the phrase from Lincoln’s 
Second Inaugural Address, ‘“‘With malice 
towards none, with charity for all, with 
firmness in the right as God gives us to see 
the right.’”’ Or in most simple terms, he 
urges a complete return to spiritual stand- 
ards of trustworthiness, faithfulness and 
courage. 

This book is a fine sermon by a man of 
lofty thinking. Like a pilot in the strato- 
sphere, his head is above the clouds; in the 
clear. Some of the terminology, such as an 
almost personalized ‘‘devil”’, may antagon- 
ize some readers. However, most of his 
ideas are so much akin to contemporary 
liberal thought that if a little license is 
allowed the author, much of value may be 
absorbed by both lay people and clergymen. 

The last paragraph, especially the last 
two sentences of the book, embody part of 
the Universalist Avowal of Faith. ‘Our 
concerns sink into significance when com- 
pared with the eternal value of human 
personality; a potential child of God which 
is destined to triumph over life, pain, and 
death. No one can take this sublime mean- 
ing of life away from us, and this is the one 
thing that matters.” 

Alice Marie Lowe 


MY DEAR EGO 
By Fritz Kunkel 
The Pilgrim Press, Boston, Mass., 
1947 Price $2.50 


Dr. Kunkel is a psychologist, well-trained 
and sound, with considerable experience 
and a wide breadth of knowledge. In view 
of this it is too bad that he has felt it 
necessary to “write down”’ to the adolescent 
in preparing My Dear Ego. And at the 
same time it is equally too bad that he has 
stuck to his previous tendency to use a 
special vocabulary which is confusing and 
adds nothing to the material he has to 
present. The book jacket states that the 
chapter titles “set the tone of the book” 
and unfortunately it is all too true: “My 
Dear Ego”, “The Dog-House Mystery’’, 
“One-Eighth of an Apple’’. 

In the mind of the present reviewer the 
adolescent is ready, and anxious, to take 
his psychology straight. He can under- 
stand terms if they are kept simple, and are 
carefully explained. One does not need a 
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complicated system of “Stars’’, ‘“‘Bullys’”’ 
and ‘Turtles’ to explain to him the dangers 
of ego-centricity. And, again, in the mind 
of the present reviewer, the layman whether 
adolescent or adult, is ready to have things 
presented to him scientifically. Too much 
filling of a book with anecdotes, which are 
so generalized that they often lead away 
from the point or around the point instead 
of to the point is undesirable. Perhaps the 
time will come when those who are writing 
popular psychology will be aware that they 
can simplify without trying to make things 
“quaint”? or “whimsical” or ‘‘dramatic.’’ 
And when that time comes we will have the 
book that all of us have been looking for 
so long. 

If one digs down behind the example and 
the verbiage there are some good, sound, 
keen points of view to be obtained from 
My Dear Ego. The average adolescent will 
not trouble to do this. Perheps a few lead- 
ers, taking a hint from the popularization 
and adding from other books the missing 
detail, could make this the basis of a dis- 
cussion course. For others the reviewer’s 
advice is this: take any simple and: clear 
text book of adolescent psychology intended 
for normal school or college classes, gather 
your material from there, and present it in 
a straightforward manner to your young 
people. From your own experience, to be 
added to by theirs, choose questions for 
discussion. From the discussion will come 
the real values for the young people. From 
your study will come the background with 
which you can bolster their opinions. You 
need more than My Dear Ego to ade- 
quately lead the adolescent mind. 

Dorothy Tilden Spoerl 


THE ROAD TO SANTA FFE, A novellette 
By Gunhild Tegen 
Translated by Llewellyn Jones 
The Dierkes Press, 1947 
Price $2.00 


A great many excellent works, both 
fiction and non-fiction, in our time suffer 
from the mass production and mass dis- 
tribution disease that afflicts the publishing 
business and the reading habits of 
Americans. The Road to Santa Fe is 
one such excellent book. This reviewer 
has not seen a notice of the book in the 
major literary publications. That is the 
fault of the publications, not the book. 

The Road to Santa Fe is a sensitive 
account of the life and death (by suicide) 
of an intellectual‘ European emigre who 
failed to find himself in the strange hurly 
burly of American life. Jan did for a time 
find peace and healing in a New Mexico 
Indian village. And so his creative ability 
came back to him and he wrote with insight 
about his neighbors and friends. His mis- 
take was in allowing himself to be inveigled 
back to NewYork which he did not under- 
stand and which did not understand him. 

A good part of the charm of the story 
Owes its existence to the smooth flowing 
yet informal English prose in which 
Llewellyn Jones has rendered it. 

We recommend this beautiful and moving 
story to all who find themselves dissatisfied 
with the over inflated trade novels of our 
time. Ee Ee 


Buy Your Books, From Bibles To 
Best Sellers, From The Universalist 
Publishing House, 16 Beacon Street, 
Boston 8, Mass. “ 
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News of Churches and Church People 


Henderson Youth and Their Church 


Left to right, first row: Stanley Hovey, 
Walter Montague, Barbara Craig, Alice 
Whitney, Wayne Hovey. Second row: 
Victor Craig, Elizabeth Whitney, Norman 
Montague, Hazel Berry, Helen Berry, 
Ann Montague. 


With the singing of the doxology the first 
Youth Sunday service in many years came 
to a successful close in the Universalist 
Church of Henderson, N. Y. Two ser- 
mons, one by Elizabeth Whitney and the 
other by VictorCraig,climaxed the impres- 
sive worship service. Others aiding in the 
service were Alice Whitney, Barbara Craig, 
Stanley Hovey, and Walter Montague. 

The congregation, double its usual at- 
tendence, was both surprised and impressed 
by a choir which sang two lovely anthems 
under the direction of Marilyn Johnson, 
music teacher of the Henderson Central 
Schools. A duet by Hazel and Helen Berry, 
and a trumpet solo by Norman Montague, 
further pleased the congregation, and 
added greatly to the service. The choir 
was made up of Ann Montague, Alice 
Whitney, Elizabeth Whitney, Barbara 
Craig, Hazel Berry, and Helen Berry. 


NEW ENGLAND UNIVERSALIST 
YOUTH RALLY AT MANCHESTER 


More than two hundred and fifty Univer- 
salist young people’ from Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Connecticut, and Maine attended the New 
England Get-Together at the First Univer- 
salist Church of Manchester, New Hamp- 
shire, Saturday and Sunday, February 21 
and 22. 

Dr. Gustav H. Ulrich of Providence, 
Rhode Island, gave a strong keynote ad- 
dress on the conference theme ‘‘Universa- 
lism at Work in the World.” Following 
the address, the gathering broke up into 
interest groups. The Rev. George Niles, 
minister of the Manchester church, pre- 
sented the subject of “Work Camps in 
Europe” to one group. The Rev. Carl H. 
Voss addressed a second group on “The 
Aims and Purposes of Universalist Work 
Camps.” Dr. Ulrich led a third group con- 
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cerned with community service speaking on 
“Putting the ‘U’ into Your Community.” 

Robert Miller, graduate theological stu- 
dent at Tufts, presided at the evening ban- 
quet. Mr. Miller introduced Robert H. 
MacPherson, nationel president, and the 
members of his executive board present. 
Barbara Mosher, vice-president, Willian 
de Wolfe, treasurer, Georgena Fall, secre- 
tary, Charles Harding, chairman of the 
Editorial Board of the Youth Leader and 
Alexander Meek, general chairman of the 
conference. Dr. Emerson Hugh Lalone, 
editor of THE CHRISTIAN LEADER, guest 
speaker, spoke on “Cleaning Up the After- 
math of the War.”’ Following the speaking 
came an informal dance which closed with 
a Friendship Circle, led by Robert H. 
MacPherson. 

Sunday morning brought two more well- 
attended sessions. From nine-thirty until 
ten-thirty, Robert H. MacPherson led a 
discussion on ‘‘Social Action in the Univer- 
salist Youth Fellowship.” At ten forty- 
five, the entire group attended church sér- 
vice at which the Rev. George Niles pre- 
sided and preached. 

Dinner was served in the vestry by the 
Adult Group of the Manchester Church. 
The gathering closed with a final worship 
service led by Edward Craven, president of 
the Massachusetts-Rhode Island Fellowship. 


RHODE ISLAND CHURCHES HOLD 
ASH WEDNESDAY CONFERENCE 


A combined Ash Wednesday conference 
and Woman’s Dedication Day Service was 
held by Universalist Churches of Rhode 
Island, in the Universalist Church of the 
Mediator, Providence, February 11. 

The afternoon session was opened by an 
Invocation offered by Dr. Gustav H. 
Ulrich, minister of the First Church, 
Providence. Mrs. Simon S. Lapham, state 
president of The Association of Universalist 
Women welcomed those present. ‘‘Widen- 
ing Horizons In China, In Japan, and In 
America,” a series of film strip pictures, was 
shown by Mrs. James Henderson, chairman 
and president of the Rhode Island Federa- 
tion of Women’s Church Societies, 
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The Service of Dedication for Unive 
Women was led by Mrs. Gustav LC 
assisted by Dorothy Haar, Mrs. 
Freeman, Mrs. Charles W. Underhill, 
C. Dayton Skinner, Mrs. Arthur B. % 
son, Jr., Mrs. Ernest F. Badger, Mrs.. 
Vorro, Mrs. Chapin T. Arnold and 
L. Gardiner. 

Dr. Gustav H. Ulrich presided 
evening service and offered the Invoo 
and led the Lord’s Prayer. Script 
read by the Rev. Clinton E. Davy 
Pawtucket. Dr. Emerson Hugh L 
editor of THE CHRISTIAN LEADER, spi 
“Universalism, A World Religion.” | 
the Serinon, the Rev. Henry H. Sche 
minister of the Church of the Mediat 
in the Service of the Lord’s Supper. : 


FOR CHURCH SCHOOL ee | 


The annual interdenominational 
Institute on Christian Education fc 
churches of Greater Boston will be h 
Saturday afternoon, March 13, 194 
Old South Church, Copley Square. | 

During the early afternoon period, | 
2:00 P.M., three exhibits will be off 
Visual Aids, Books, and Special | 
Observances. Miss Susan M. Andrevi 
be in charge of the last group and wil! 
conduct a conference from 4:00-5:00 } 
on “Observing Children’s Day and C! 
Festivals.” | 

In the first hour, 2:50-3:50 P.M. 
Margaret Winchester will lead the tea 
of junior pupils, in one of nine depart 
conferences. At the opening asseml) 
2 P.M., Dr. Forbes H. Norris, Sut 
tendent of Schools, Winchester, Mass 
be the speaker. This Institute is spo 
by The Association of Professional Re 
Educators of Greater Boston and T 
partment of Religious Education 
Massachusetts Council of Churches. 


CHARLES H. EMMONS 
CALLED TO WEYMOUTH 


The Rev. Charles H. Emmons res} 
from the Universalist church in O 
Massachusetts, and will begin his new ¢ 
as pastor of the First Universalist Soci 
Weymouth, Massachusetts on Mare’ 
1948. 

Commenting editorially, the Athol. 
News for February 10 said: 

“Most Orange residents, in and out « 
Universalist parish, were sorry to heaij 
Rev. Charles H. Emmons is to lea 
present pulpit in March. ; 

Mr. Emmons not only has been : 
pastor for his.church but a progr 
leader in matters concerning bot 
religious and civic life of the commu 
In the organization of the Millers - 
Council of Churches, indeed, he has 
that his interest and concern for the 
of his community extends far beyon 
political boundaries of the town in whi 
lives. His work with the Community ' 
has been of undoubted value to the 
and its inhabitants. 

“Since his decision is made and his f 
pulpit awaits his first sermon, there is 
ing for us here to do but bid Mr. Em 
regretful farewell and extend our 
wishes for his personal happiness and 
continuing accomplishment in his c: 


field.” 
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OK CORNER 


‘CHOLOGY FOR PASTOR AND 
)PLE 


»yhn Sutherland Bonnell. 
arper and Bros., $2.00 


he author successfully gives the reader 


If a minister reads only chapter 
page one hundred and seventy-two, he 
be rewarded for his effort. If he gives 
ito the sound advice, he will be a more 
stive minister. 

1 his book, Confidence in Living, 
man Vincent Peale gives good advice, 
feels he must lay so much stress on his 
nula of “‘taking your trouble to Christ”’ 
t he loses his eftectiveness. Contrawise, 
inell using the same basic principle of the 
ver of religion to open new vistas of life 
strength keeps his feet on the ground. 
Vhile stress is laid on the right relation- 
» with God, and on a free and abundant 
of the scriptures, he lays down a straight 
h which minister and layman alike can 
ow to the better understanding of other 
ple. 

‘or example, he points out that the min- 
must understand Freud in spite of the 
t that Freud said, ‘‘Religion is not 
ded.’ It is acknowledged that ‘‘man has 
rer yet been able, single-handed, to hold 
own against the powers of darkness— 
tt is, of the unconscious.’’? The author 
mts out that there are two points where 
rchiatry and spiritual counseling meet. 
he consultant must be willing to ac- 
Iwledge errors and to trust the thera- 
Itist 2s an agency of recovery; and 
ks to provide a rational foundation for 
th the new life. 

And very much to the point he says: ‘“‘Our 
st important task is not to talk to people 
out God but, rather, to mediate God 
ough personalities radiant with faith and 
9e.”’ 

Cc. A.W 


Children to Palestine 
ealls on 


All Christians 


show their sympathy for the sufferings 
1 burdens of the Jews by contributing to 
. rehabilitation and education of 50,000 
ugee children awaiting entrance to 
estine. 


Their dire need has spoken— 
set Christians in America respond! 


1. Chairmen: Senator Leverett Saltonstall 
Rev. Samuel A. Eliot 

4irman: He H. Perry 
e-Chairmen: Mrs. Waitstill H. Sharp 
Victor A. Friend 
Mrs. William Herman 

3 Joy Street, Boston 8, Mass. 
ce checks payable to Children to Palestine, 
, and mail tc: Elliott R. Hedge, Treasurer, c/o 
y England Trust Co., 135 Devonshire Street, 
ton 7, Mass. 


c. Director: 


Idren to Palestine is a national committee 
1itiated and led by Christians to cooperate 
with Youth Aliyah. 


.. STEPHEN H. ROBLIN 


[The Rev. Dr. Stephen H. Roblin, 89, 
lister of the Second Universalist Church 
Boston from 1891 to 1924, died Decem- 
28, 1947, in Toronto, Canada. 
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LOYAL UNIVERSALISTS 


Mr. Marshall A. Brown of New Madison, 
Ohio, was the first treasurer of the General 
Sunday School Association. Following his 
death in 1925, Mrs. Brown continued for 
herself and her husband the interest both 
had had in the church schools of their 
denomination. Each year Mrs. Brown 
contributed generously to the work of 
religious education. Upon her death in 
May, 1947, word was received that in her 
will was a bequest given to the Universalist 
Church of America to be held in trust, the 
income to be used annually for some needed 
work in Universalist church schools. This 
gift was recently received. It will perpetuate 
the memory of two devoted Universalists 
and will continue their good works into the 
years ahead. 


McDAVITT OFFICIATES AT 
BILINGUAL WEDDING 


Fraulein Christa Hahn was married to 
John W. May of Muncie, Indiana, in the 
parsonage of St. John’s Universalist Church, 
Saturday, January 17. 

Fraulein Hahn of Reinsdorf, Germany, 
flew from Templehof Field in Berlin to 
Indianapolis and came on by train to 
Muncie. The cablegram sent to her finance 
did not reach him in time to meet his bride- 
to-be. Airline officials and newspaper men 
spent frantic hours trying to locate Mr. 
May, who lives in the country. All turned 
out well, however and, with the friendly 
co-operation of technicians at the Ball 
Hospital and the County Clerk, Robert 
Milhillin, the necessary tests and the 
marriage license were speedily procured. 

The Rev. Arthur W. McDavitt then com- 
pleted the journey by performing the 
double ring marriage ceremony in English 
and German, assisted by Cora Vogt, trans- 
lator. 


ROAD DRINKING SITUATION 
AROUSES 4A.A.A. 


The American Automobile Association 
has made a nation-wide survey which 
discloses the fact that the sale of intoxicants 
at gasoline filling stations is legally per- 
mitted in twenty-nine states. In twenty- 
two states, any driver can order ‘‘five 
gallons of gasoline and a shot of hooch,”’ 
at some stations with the certainty that 
he will be served, no matter whether he 
drinks whiskey, wine or beer. Seven addi- 
tional states permit the sale of beer, or beer 
and wine, in places which sell gasoline. In 
seventeen states and the District of Colum- 
bia, the sale of intoxicants is not permitted 
where gasoline is sold, the prohibition 
being by statute or regulation. 

R. J. Schmunk, president of the A.A.A., 
described this situation as “shocking and 
wholly indefensible,’”’ and stated the pre- 
liminary counts in two mid-western states 
disclosed that the operators of six hundred 
and sixty-eight establishments selling gaso- 
line, have licenses to sell intoxicants. 


OF ONE FLAME 
LENTEN MEDITATIONS 


1948 
RORERT CUMMINS 
Order now before supply is exhausted 


single copies 10 cents 
2-10 copies 9 cents 
11-99 copies 8 cents 


UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 
16 Beacon St., Boston 8, Mass. 
—E_———————————————————EE 


NORWALK, OHIO, CELEBRATES 
SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 
SERVICE 


REV. 
STANLEY 
STALL 


Universalists of Norwalk, Ohio, cele- 
brated the Seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of their church, December 7, 1947. 


The occasion recalled the pioneer work of 
Dr. Harry C. Canfield who began preaching 
Universalism in Norwalk December 1, 1867. 
Since Dr. Canfield’s time, the church has 
had twenty-one ministers. The present 
minister, the Rev. Stanley C. Stall, is dis- 
tinguished for having the longest pastorate 
in this parish. Mr. Stall, the respected 
leader of Norwalk Universalists, has been 
in this post for fifteen years. 

Commenting editorially in the Norwalk 
Reflector-Herald, J. H. Williams recalled 
that, ‘“‘The advent of the Universalists into 
Norwalk was regarded as a calamity by the 
Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist 
churches, and Dr. Newton, standing in his 
pulpit in the Presbyterian church on a 
beautiful spring morning . . . sighed as he 
delivered into his sermon and injected into 
it his belief that after all the years he had 
fought the devil in Norwalk, his Satanic 
Majesty was about to take over a part of 
the town. Throughout all of my years, 
despite the objections, the Universalist 
Church has thriven and accomplished great 
good. I have been up and down the streets 
for many years since those days, yet never 
have I seen anything resembling Satan 
lurking about in the vicinity.” 


FITCHBURG PARISH TO CARRY OUT 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR 
RENOVATION 


The First Parish Federated Universalist- 
Unitarian Church of Fitchburg, Massa- 
chusetts, voted to embark on a renovation 
project totaling one hundred thousand 
dollars at the annual meeting January 19. 

The improvements will provide for ade- 
quate classrooms for the church school, 
better office and social room facilities and 
a restoration of the sanctuary to its original 
design. This last change will bring about 
the removal of the organ console and choir 
stalls to the balcony in the rear of the 
church and provide space for a chancel. 
Sixty-five thousand dollars toward the ex- 
pense of the project are already in hand 
in the building fund. The old First Parish 
Committee has added to this amount by 
voting that thirty thousand dollars of a 
bequest be given to the building fund. 

In his report to the parish, the Rev. 
Gilbert Potter commended the joint Uni- 
versalist-Unitarian committee for fine co- 
operative work done during the year. 
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When in Washington, D. C. 
Visit Your 
National Memorial Church 


16th and S Sts., N. W. 
Telephone DUpont 3411 


RO OE RE ETO TT 


Open Daily, 8 a. m. to 4 p. m.— 
Saturdays 8 a. m. to noon 
(July and August, mornings only) 


SUNDAY WORSHIP—11 a. m. 


Plan to worship with us when in 
the Capital 11 blocks north of the 
White House. Take any 16th Street 
Bus marked 8-2. 


REV. SETH R. BROOKS, D. D. 
Minister 
REV. JOHN VAN SCHAICK, JR., D.D. 
Minister Emeritus 


EASTER 
CARDS 


, A box of fourteen 
dainty Easter 
ecards. All are use- 
able. The delicate 
beauty of each one 
will give joy to those receiving them. 


Price $1.00 


TEAR OFF AND MAIL 


Universalist Publishing House, 
16 Beacon St., Boston 8, Mass. 


Please send boxes of Haster Cards 
HK ies rics. 2 cee AAPOR OMRON ee oh 
Enclosed L |check money order 
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Obituaries 


W. E. CURTIS 


W. E. Curtis, general manager of the 
Wausau (Wisconsin), Curtis Companies and 
prominent member of the First Universalist 
Church of Wausau, died from a heart 
attack January 15. 

Mr. Curtis, a member of the Universalist 
church since 1919, served several times as a 
member of the Board of Trustees and as 
president of the Board, chairman of the 
house committee and superintendent of the 
church school. He was always active in 
the church. ~ 

Services were held at the First Univer- 
salist Church of Wausau, January 19, at 
two o’clock. Dr. Brainard F. Gibbons 
officiated. 


FLORENCE M. OLSON 


Mrs. Florence (Arthur I.) Olson, of 
Danbury, Connecticut, died suddenly on 
Friday evening, January 17, a few minutes 
after she arrived at the church for choir 
rehearsal. 

She had been a life-long member of the 
Universalist church and active in all its 
departments. For years she was one of the 
leaders in the Y. P.C. U. and its faithful sec- 
retary. She was a teacher in the church 
school and had frequently attended sum- 
mer institutes of religious education. She 
was one of the most valued and dependable 
members of the choir, and a member of the 
young couple’s organization, the ‘“‘M.M. T.”’ 
Club. There was no phase of church work 
into which she did not enter fully. She 
supplied flowers for the church every Sunday 
and for all social occasions. Throughout 
the city she was widely known by reason of 
her employment for twenty-four years in 
the leading florist store. As a member of 
Echo Rebekah Lodge, she was well-known 
in fraternal circles. She was also widely 
known in our denomination from her fre- 
quent attendance at institutes, conventions 
and other general meetings. 

Florence (Eisenhardt) Olson was born in 
Danbury, April 22, 1898. She was edu- 
cated in the public schools and was a grad- 
uate of the public high school. _ She is sur- 
vived by her husband, Arthur I. Olson, 
formerly president and treasurer of the 
National Y.P.C.U.; two sisters, Mrs. 
Albert Harkness and Mrs. Elton M. Evans, 
and by a nephew and three nieces. The 
funeral service was largely attended on 
Monday afternoon, January 26. 


MRS. HENRY C. MORRIS 


Memorial services will be held later in 
Washington for Grace Hills Morris, wife of 
Henry C. Morris, formerly Consul General. 

Mrs. Morris has long been active in 
Universalist churches of Chicago and 
Washington. 

Mrs. Morris died in Chicago, February 5. 
Services were held in the Unitarian Chapel, 
Chicago, February 9. Burial will take place 
later in the family plot at Glenwood Ceme- 
tery, Washington. 

Born Grace Hills, Mrs. Morris was a 
descendant of Captain Jonathan Hills of 


Hartford, Conn., and of the Rey. Henry © 


Augustus Philip Muhlenberg, famous pa- 
triot of the American Revolution and first 
speaker of the House of Representatives. 
For years, Mrs. Morris was a leader of civic 
organizations of Washington. 


GOWN 


aia PULPIT- CHOIF 
CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 
DOCTORS 
MASTERS 
BACHELORS f 
CAPS GOWNS sno HOODS 


EDUCATION FOR | 
LIBERAL MINISTRY! 
ae | 


Theological School of 


“ST LAWRENCE UYIVERSIT 


} 
, 
| 
| 


Thorough Religious | 
Education Course 


Freedom and Fellowshi 


Write for information 


DEAN J. M. ATWOOD 
Canton, N. Y. 


Dean Academy and Junior Colle 


\ 
| 
Franklin, Mass. : 

Delightfully located in a beautifu. 
old New England town. 

Homelike atmosphere for boyy 
and girls working together und 
normal life conditions. 

Courses of study offered on th 
High School and Junior Colleg 
'evels. | 

Intensive review courses in pre 
aration for college entrance requir 
ments in the Academy. 

_ Junior Colle 
in Secretaria 
Commercial Art, 
Medical Assistant 


Send for catalog. Specify which. 
WILLIAM C. GARNER 


Headmaster and President 


CATHIL LYNNE DAVIS CHRISTED 


The baby girl of Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
was christened in a simple cerem 
Sunday, February 15, at noon at 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Tai 
Springs, Florida, with Mrs. Loui 
Richards performing the rites. 


The baby was christened Cathi Ly 
Davis. 


THE CHRISTIAN LE 


oohs ot Remembrance 
yj 


Record the life history of your 
church along with the names of those 
whose gifts have benefited your church. 

Beautfful, hand-tooled leather books 
with hand-engrossed pages are exhibited 

in carved repositories. 

Also, exquisite stained glass win- 
dows and church furnishings. Send for 
/ our catalog. 


ITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC. 


ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


CKLING 


n English class in one of our schools, 
r asked, ‘“‘What are the Ides of 
Qe 

re was a dull silence, then suddenly 
of interest flickered across the face of 
‘the boys. 

suppose,’”’ he said, “that’s the day 
ave to pay your income tax.” 
—Cleveland Plaindealer 


ttle girl came home from kindergarten 
10st serious mood. 
other,’”’ she announced, “I gotta bring 
nts to school tomorrow. I gotta! It’s 
poor little sick girl who cannot walk.” 
» added by way of explanation, ‘Her 
is Marjorie Dimes.” 
, —Cleveland Plaindealer 


ring the fire on the village’s Main 
t, an excited man urged the firemen to 
the hose on the minister’s home near- 
“Tf the flames ever get to those dry 
ms,” he cried, “‘the whole town is 
ea.”’ 

—Boston Globe 


is probably wins the prize for a new 
me record in understatement, opines 


Mills, who was an eye witness to an . 


ent in which a car driven by a woman 
wiped another car, then jumped the 
and bent a lamp post to a 30-degree 


e woman driver got out to survey the 

ie. Looking around at the mess of 

pled fenders, bent radiators and what 
you, she called back comforting 

s to her feminine companion. 

’s not bad,’’ said she. ‘“‘Just a flat 


—Cleveland Plaindealer 


ithy, the lively small daughter of a 
friend, returned from a birthday party 
© neighborhood and was put through 
isual parental interrogation regarding 
ehavior at the affair. 
Io, Mother,” reported Kathy, “I did 
jump and run around. I didn’t get 
any fights. And I remembered to say, 
nk you for a very nice time.’”’ 
len, with a deep sigh she added: “‘You 
t need to worry, I really acted just like 
itleman ”’ 

—Cleveland Plaindealer 


| books and church supplies ad- 
ised in The Christian Leader may 
purchased from The Universalist 
lishing House, 16 Beacon Street, 
on 8, Mass. 
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Notices 


OHIO FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 


February 4, 1948. Received on transfer 
from Massachusetts Convention, the Rev. 
Robert B. Killam of Cleveland. 

Stanley C. Stall, Secretary. 


RHODE ISLAND FELLOWSHIP ° 
COMMITTEE 


Accepted letter of transfer for the Rev- 
erend Albert Q. Perry from Vermont and 
Quebec Universalist-Unitarian Convention, 
February 12, 1948. 

Henry H. Schooley, Secretary. 


UNIVERSALIST WOMEN’S ALLIANCE 
MEETING c 


The regular meeting of the Universalist 
Women’s Alliance will be held on Friday, 
March 19, 1948, at eleven o’clock at 
Bethany Union, 256 Newbury Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

Following the business meeting, Gladys 
Reed Edling will speak on “Interior Dec- 
orating.”’ 

Please call Mrs. Pearl Dumas, CO-6-0240 
on or before March 15 for luncheon reserva- 
tions. 

Elsie G. Hurley, Secretary. 


1948 MIDWEST INSTITUTE 


The Midwest Institute of the Universalist 
Church will hold its 1948 sessions at The 
New First Church Camp, Bridgman, 
Michigan, during the week, July 11-18. 

This announcement was made at a 
meeting of the Institute board, held in 
Chicago in January. Camp enrollment has 
been increased to two hundred, due to the 
erection of some new facilities. As antic- 
ipated, board and lodging charges must be 
increased, but should not exceed eighteen 
dollars. Registration fees will be one dollar 
for children under the age of six years, and 
two dollars for all six years or older. Each 
attendant must register. Advance registra- 
tions, accompanied by the fee in each case, 
may be sent to the secretary, Evaliene Ross, 
6116 S. Kimbark Avenue, Chicago 37,' Ill- 
inois. In case of cancellation, fees wil] be 
returned if notification is prior to July 1. 

Dr. Carl H. Olson of Minneapolis will 
serve as the dean, with the Rev. Robert G. 
Hosmer of Hutsonville as associate dean. 
Courses and activities are planned for all 
age groups at this ‘‘family institute.” Rev. 
George Lapoint of Elgin, Illinois, is In- 
stitute President. 


CHAPIN HOME 
COOPER MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


The following services will be held in the 
Cooper Memorial Chapel, Chapin Home, 
in Jamaica, New York: 


Mar.14 Rev. Vincent Silliman, 
Hollis, N. Y. 
Mar.28 Rev. O. Herbert McKenney, 
Floral Park, N. Y. 
Apr. 11° Rev. Anders S. Lunde, 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Apr. 25 Rev. JohnH. Lathrop, D-D., 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
May 9 Rey. Laurence I. Neale, 
New York, N. Y. 
May 23 Rev. John Currie, D.D., 


Eolliss New 
The members of the Chapel Service Com- 
mittee are Emma J. Webb, Chairman, 
Stella M. Howard, Walter E. Leaman and 
Joseph Crowell, 


THE 
St. Lawrence University 


Canton, New York 


A Liberal Arts College 
Devoted in peace as in war 
to the preparation of young 
men and women for positions 
of leadership and responsibil- 
ity in government, business, 
and the professions, with 
esvecial consideration for 
veterans. 


EUGENE GARRETT BEWKES 
President 


Wols Ms: OME Eye, 


A Seat of Learning 
in New England 


Unusual Resources 


Welcomes returning 
veterans 


Leonard Carmichael, Ph. D., LL. D. President 


For information address: 


Medford 55, Massachusetts 


RS RTT OT ES, 


The 3ethany Union for Young Women 


256 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 
A UNIVERSALIST INSTITUTION 


Offers the advantage of a comfortable 
home to young women of moderate means, 
both business women and students. The 
Union is within easy access of al! parts of 
Boston 


Attractive rates for room and board, 
including light and heat. 


For further information write to 
Mrs. Pearl S: Dumas 
Superintendent 
256 Newbury Street, Boston, Mass. 
FRANK A. DEWICK, President 
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THE BOOK YOU HAVE BEEN 
WAITING FOR! 


‘‘Universalists at Ferry Beach’’ is more than 
just a history of an outstanding part of our 
heritage. It is the work of a clever artisan with 
words as tools. 


Dr. Sutton, armed with facts culled by long 
and patient research, and buttressed with per- 
sonal experience of Ferry Beach, has caught 
more than just a dry, dusty picture of historical 
facts. She has projected personalities into its 
growth, written seriously, yet with a fine appre- 
ciation of the humorous. 


Dr. Sutton has caught the great implication 
of Universalism as an ongoing force for good in 
the world. 


Names, pictures, persons, and facts appear 
in great profusion as each makes an impact on 
the history of Ferry Beach. You may find 
yourself there! 


Robert Needham collaborated in securing 
statistical data. 


| 
| 
: 
: 
j 
: 


The Ferry Beach Park Association had this book published and priced at $2.00 for two reasol 


First, because it is a significant history of a vital institution for training Universalist leadersi 
for the local church. 


Second, to make the price within the reach of everyone. The cost of the book is considera 
higher than the $2.00 charge and is made possible only through gifts of money given for that purp 


Order your copy today. | 


TEAR OFF AND MAIL— | 


UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE, 16 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass. 
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|e) 17 101) © 01-6 ce; [0) 10\ 10/10) [we paces) (o] 40) Bille) ie’ () alka’ “silelia@ tian leit ent enen 


Dean ee OmOeOMOEC CORO Ore mora oS hho a oes 5 


. H 
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Enclosed please find Ocash O Bill he 


Postage paid if cash accompanies order. 
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